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Notes from the Editor:  Boy, was the Crossville Rally a great success?  Marilyn and I really enjoyed 
ourselves.  The rally site was very nice, the Dixielanders were awesome as usual.  The visit to Mary 
Mondello’s business site; Chuck Boyd was in love with some tools.  The Tennesse-Mexican Buffet was 
interesting and I had some great Mexican style food.  Very different from your usual Tex-Mex.  I am going 
to assume that the breakfast casserole that I made, with the help of a few friends, was to everyone’s taste.  
There were very little leftovers.  Enough for Sunday’s getaway brunch.  And, several people asked for the 
recipe, a sign of sucess.

I want to thank whomever was responsible for arranging the leak test, I failed, but did manage to stop a 
major leak.  P.O. Had drilled a hole in the roof, and ran coax to the roof for a CB antenna installation.  
What a bad idea!  I found a product called, ”RV Goop”’ and  removed the offending coax and end cap, 
filled the hole with goop, resealed the end cap and no more leak.  Product works as advertised, and is 
paintable.  I used it to reseal my LED clearance lights when I got home.  Chasing the leaks, a fun GMC 
game.

WOW.. John & Linda Richardson hosted THE  BEST (maybe not countin Bean Station) Rally I have ever 
been to.  The campground was perfect, a lake with water fountain and fishing dock, very clean level lots 
with individual grills and picnic tables, we were all together and close to the Club House, which we had 
almost exclusive use of.  Did I mention Dixielanders eat good?  Tom Phipps cooked Breakfast and I had 
seconds.  Awsome..  One morning we had grilled pancakes and sausage and fresh fruit always available.  
Dinner one night was at Cumberland State Park for a buffet dinner.  They had everstuff, fresh salad, fruit 
bar, catfish, beef & gravy, all kinds of veggies, cakes, pies, ice cream.. One price eat all you want.  They 
even gave me the senior discount without asking or showing a card.  Maybe I`m starting to fit in?  We were 
able to socialize and have field trips.  Some went to the 7 story tree house in Crossville.  Some went to the 
Flea Market, some to the winery, some to the Amish stores, Cat went to the Fudge shop for me, and oh yea 
we went to Mondellos` engine building facility Saturday.  Mary Mondello was a gracious host and opened 
the whole place to us.  She even opened her private garage where the 1903 Olds is in a bubble. Mater of 
fact we made bout a whole day touring and eating a delicious catered Mexican dinner. The precision and 
detail they put in an engine is unequaled anywhere.  After they clean and inspect a block and before they 
do any machine work they put the block on a specially designed "shaker table".  The block is vibrated to 
relieve any stress in the metal.  Then it goes to the machine shop. There are about 30 different specialty 
machines lined up against both sides of a room 100' long and the engines getting built visit every one of 
them.  Ken Henderson, Gary Kosier, and a host of others kept Tim Allen answering questions.  There were 
some real serious questions answered and Tim shared his amazing knowledge with all of us.  Only one 
question got a "yeah we`re workin on that, I`ll show it to you installed on a 455 but since patent is pending 
no pics please"  So more to come on how to keep the 455 cool....  Then we went back to the club house 
and had a ice cream social with fresh peaches.  Yep seconds again. Thank you all for making this rally the 
best ever.  If anything needed done whom ever was closest did it.  Kinda the Dixzielander Way.

Thanks for letting me by your President, Chuck Boyd.

Since we now live in Vicksburg, MS and the rally was across Tennessee, we took the Natchez Trace, both 
going and returning.  This is a wonderful road.  Two lanes, well maintained, no commercial trucks, and a 
fifty MPH speed limit.   Because of the shade on the roadbed, provided by the tall trees, the trip was lower 
in temperature than one would find on the Interstate.  What a relaxing drive.  GMC gets better mileage at 
50 is a plus.  This will be our route for Bean Station 2013.  See you in Georgia.  -  Tom Phipps, Editor



 GMC DIXIELANDER GENERAL BUSINESS MEETING- July 20, 2012, Crossville, Tennessee

Noting that the number of members present represented a quorum according to the bylaws, the 
meeting was called to order at 0925 by President Chuck Boyd. Officers present were President 
Chuck Boyd, Vice-President John Richardson, Treasurer Chuck Chambers and Secretary Flic 
Acosta.

The invocation was given by Jim Walters and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

TREASURER’S REPORT: There was no treasurer’s report available.

SECRETARY REPORT: Secretary Acosta read the minutes of the last business meeting held at 
Bean Station on May 8, 2012. President Boyd asked for a motion to accept the minutes as read. A 
motion to accept was made by Richard Harwell and seconded by Jim Buchanan. The motion 
carried.

President Boyd asked Elaine Henderson to speak about the fall rally originally scheduled for 
Emerald Lake RV Resort. Elaine noted that the park had closed and the rally would now be held at 
the city park in Colquitt, Ga. at no cost for camping. Electrical hookups were limited but at this point 
it appeared that it would be available. A dump site was located nearby. There was a building in the 
park that would be available for our use and a proposal for a hosted breakfast at a local facility for 
$9 including tip. Tickets for the Swamp Gravy show were still available. Elaine noted that more 
information would be forthcoming in the upcoming newsletter as details were solidified. The rally is 
still scheduled for the first weekend in October.

New members Larry Schmitt and his wife Roni Engle from Memphis stood and were recognized by 
the membership. When asked about his GMC, Larry noted jokingly that he had several.

Old business: No one had any old business to discuss.

Sunshine Report: Judy Acosta rose to report that sympathy cards were sent out for Jan Grove, 
Wesley Compton, and Harry Terrill’s mother Ruby. Also, get well cards were sent out for a couple 
of members who did not want their illnesses broadcast. A “thinking of you” card was sent out to one 
of our old time members, Ken O’Rourke, who is undergoing treatment.

New Business: Election of new officers who were nominated at Bean Station: for President, John 
Richardson; Vice-President, John Nicholls; Treasurer, Chuck Chambers; Secretary, Mark 
Kalinowski; National Director, Jim Buchanan; Executive committee, Chuck Boyd, Elaine 
Henderson, and Elmer Olson. Audit committee; Gene Dotson; Sunshine team, Judy and Flic 
Acosta; Assistant webmaster, Ken Henderson; newsletter, Tom Phipps. President Boyd asked for a 
motion  to elect the nominees. Ken Henderson made a motion to accept the slate by acclamation. 
Tom Phipps seconded the motion. None opposed; the motion carried.
Ken Henderson announced that the park in Gadsden, Ala, where we held a rally once and took a 
picture against the water of our GMC’s, that is used on our website, was devastated by a storm so 
as to be unrecognizable.
President Boyd asked Jim Buchanan if he would be attending the upcoming FMCA rally. Jim said 
yes. John Nicholls made a motion to elect Jim as a temporary delegate. John Richardson seconded 
the motion. There being no one opposed, Jim Buchanan was elected by acclamation.
President Boyd asked if there was any other business to discuss. Elaine Henderson asked about 
rallies for 2013. John Richardson noted that Lazydays in January and Bean Station in the spring 
was already solidified and that John Nicholls was working on the rest of 2013.  (cont - page 5) 



DIXIELANDER FALL RALLY – October  4-7, 2012

City Park, Colquitt, GA 39837

OVERVIEW:  The highlight of this rally is the 20th anniversary  performance of Swamp Gravy, the 
Official Folk-Life Play of Georgia.  Its business is storytelling!   True local stories are spiced up with 
songs written by local musicians and costumes of an era gone by.  It’s a helpin’ of down-home 
Southern flavor.   Not just a “local hoe-down”, it has been performed at the Kennedy Center and 
other locations to great acclaim.  http://www.swampgravy.com/

We have 40 tickets reserved but they must be paid for or returned by 15 August.  If handicapped 
seating is needed, I will try to make those arrangements; you will have to let me know as soon as 
possible.

Additionally, Colquitt has a very rich and interesting history with many places to visit.  Colquitt is on 
US 27, 60 miles North of Tallahassee, FL.  We will be staying in the City Park, within walking 
distance of almost everything in town, including the town square and the theater.

The large commercial RV park where we planned to stay has been closed.  Therefore, we have 
reserved Colquitt’s Spring Creek RV park, and obtained permission to park in the adjacent City 
Park.  The RV park has only 7 sites, all with full hookups, at $15 per night.  The City Park has a 
large level paved parking lot, with restrooms, a small covered pavilion, and a nice boardwalk 
leading through the swamp to the creek. There will be 15A electrical connections but no other 
hookups.   Bring your own extension cords and adapters.   There will be no charge for dry camping 
there – just leave it cleaner than we find it.  The weather in early October should be pleasant 
enough for dry camping.  There will be no generator restrictions imposed.  Dumping can be done
 in the RV park if necessary.  

We will reserve the RV park for those whose physical condition requires hookups; if those 
individuals do not reserve all of the 7 sites, the excess will be available to others, in the order their 
registrations are received.

Spring Creek Park is located at the western city limits of Colquitt on US-27, just east of Spring 
Creek.  GMCDL signs will be posted.



SWAMP GRAVY RALLY SCHEDULE

Thursday:
Noon-5:00 p.m. -- Registration and Check-in.
6:00 p.m. -- Dinner (Buffet) Moby Dick Restaurant – Pay as You Go

Friday:
 8:00 – 9:00 -- Breakfast at Helen’s Restaurant  (less than a mile away & offers full breakfast), or 
Hardee’s (within walking distance).  

Lunch on your own -- you may want to try a restaurant on the square, or return to Helen’s or Moby 
Dick.

6:00 p.m. -- Dinner, Seafood Buffet, Moby Dick – Pay as You Go

Saturday:  Same as Friday.

2:00 p.m. until about 5:00 p.m. Swamp Gravy at Cotton Hall

We can walk or drive from the campgrounds.  Cotton Hall is just off the square on the street going 
east from the NE corner of the square.
 
6:00 p.m. Dinner: Moby Dick buffet

Sunday:  Departure Date
REGISTRATION FORM

CUT OFF DATE IS AUGUST 15, 2012 for Swamp Gravy.  Any extra tickets MUST 
be returned on that date.  

CAMPGROUND REGISTRATION DEADLINE is 15 September 2012.

This is no rally fee.

RV Park Nights:  4 Oct ____; 5 Oct ____; 6 Oct ____ X $15.00 = $________                                  
      (Handicapped only)

DRY CAMPING:  4 Oct ____; 5 Oct ____; 6 Oct ____  X $00.00

SWAMP GRAVY TICKETS                                ____ X $26.43 = $________                                  
      Number of handicapped seats needed:  _____ 
 
     TOTAL ENCLOSED:                 $________ 
                       

Mail checks to:

Elaine Henderson

110 O’Hara Road

Americus, GA 31719

Contact: laneybelle@bellsouth.net      phone 229-924-0851, cell 229-938-2796



 (cont from page 2)  John Nicholls asked for volunteers to host the Summer and Fall Rallies.  John 
Richardson suggested a return to Chumukula, FL.

Tom Phipps made an appeal for articles for the newsletter; pictures, items on interest, items for 
sale/free, etc.

Ken Henderson appealed for more Southeast representation for the Amana International Rally 
coming up in September.

There being no further business to discuss, President Boyd asked for a motion to adjourn.  A 
motion was made by Joan Dotson and seconded by Gener Dotson.  The meeting adjourned at 
1004.

Respectfully submitted,  Flic Acosta



GMC Dixielanders Meals     1/14/13                 Welcome Reception

1/15/13  Dinner 

1/16/13  Dinner

Jan 2013 Winter Rally  -  Lazydays RV Campground, Seffner, FL; January 14-17;  Package Price 
$220.00

The package price for two people and one site includes:  three nights camping, a welcome fete with 
heavy hors d’oeuvres and two catered evening meals.  This is a no host rally.  You must make your 
own reservations with Lazydays (1-800-905-6627).  Early or late camping days are at $42.99 per 
night and additional people are $42.06.  Cutoff date for registration is 14 December 12.  All prices are 
plus tax.  Cancellation between 14 December 12 and 6 January 13 will cost you a one night site fee.  
After 6 January, you will forfeit the entire registration fee of $220.00.  Please notify John Nicholls at 
johnrita1@cox.net when you reserve so we can keep up with the number of attendees.  A business 
meeting will be held on Tuesday the 15th at 10:00 AM.  Anyone not staying at the park but close 
enough to travel is encourage to attend the meeting.

http://lazydaysrvcampground.com

Free Early windows, 1  Large, 2 medium, 1 door from 26”.  Deliver to Ga Rally.  Tom Phipps

Free 16.5 wheels with old tires with good tread.  Pick up or del to Rally..  Chuck Boyd, 865-384-4062


