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Bean Station 2012 was the best ever. We had 50 coaches, the food was all home cooked and 
plentifully.  The weather was perfect.  Sunny during the day and a few cool showers at night except 
the morning we left.  It was dry and no one had any wet grass issues pulling out.  It was perfect.  Al 
and Marty are perfect hosts and had the grounds manicured, the garage and pit were spotless as 
usual and the meeting hall and dining rooms fresh painted.  Bean Station is the perfect place for a 
Rally.  Next year will be the 25th Bean Station so make your plans NOW to be there.  We are 
planning on it being very special.
  The pit was busy.  Flick and Judy got a new Aluminum radiator, David Zimmerman replaced his 
dipstick that was broken off at the block and repaired his gear shifter.  Mary Mondello got her ride 
height and front weight balance checked.  Rick Denny got "Jaws" electrics straightened out.  It 
seemed everybody that had any issues went home happy.  Everybody was helping everybody.
  I would like to thank Flick Acosta for his hard work as secretary for many years.  He asked to be 
replaced as secretary but He and Judy will stay on as Sunshine Representatives.  Mark Kalinowski 
will take the duties of secretary.  Mark is a gungho GMCer and is excited about serving the club. 
  When I was asked to take the President office 18 months ago I had asked "what do you want me to 
do?"  I was told we needed new young members.  I am very proud to report Dixielanders has 72 new 
members and most under the age of 50.   The club is growing and getting stronger as it should 
because it is the BEST.  In the dictionary under "Southern Hospitality" it should read "Dixielanders 
GMC Club".  I am a member of other GMC clubs as most of us are and there is no comparison.  
Dixielanders is #1.
  I have received many personal inquiries, phone calls, and e-mails regarding my resignation as 
President at the end of my second term and not accepting a 3rd and final term as mandated by the 
bylaws.  I am NOT QUITTING the club.  Being a Dixielander and making friends with this bunch is 
truly a highlight of mine and Cathy's life.  I will be staying on as a member of the Executive board and 
a member of the Nominating committee.  I am glad to serve the club in any way I can.  John 
Richardson will be moving up from VP / Rally-master to the easy chair of President and John Nichols 
will step up to VP / Rally-master.  I am sure you will encourage and support them as you have me.  
The Executive committee could not have chosen anyone more qualified than the "John Twins". 
  Cathy and I will be hosting our next Rally at Cumberland Mountain State Park in Crossville, Tenn. 
July 19 to 21 leaving Sun 22.  It is a beautiful place with an excellent full service buffet restaurant for 
lunch and dinner.  We will also be having a tour of the Mondello Technical and engine building facility 
3 miles from the Park on Saturday.  Mary Mondello will be hosting a B-B-Q during the tour.  It is going 
to be great so plan on being there.  No reservations, first come for the 147 sites.  $20 per night for 
water and elec with dump station available.  The Rally fee is $10 to cover the B-B-Q and meeting 
room rental with the club covering any shortage.
  Thank you all for allowing me to be your President.    Chuck Boyd

 Notes from the Editor:  As some of you know, Marilyn and I recently re-located to Vicksburg, MS.  
Being without my main computer for 2 months has slowed the newsletter down a little.  I did send the 
July Rally announcement out by e-mail, to all addresses on my mailing list.  160+ went out, and only 
18 bounced, due to bad addresses.  Please check that your Dixielander mailing address is correct.  I 
also understand that some people do not prefer to use e-mail, but it is fast and efficient.  You will be 
getting a notice, by e-mail, on Swamp Gravy.   The information on Swamp Gravy Rally is in this 
newsletter. Elaine Henderson has really gone out and worked to make this an interesting rally.   I’ve 
also repeated the rally notice for the July Rally.  If you are interested in going, call John Ricahrdson 
and see if there is room.  See you in Tennessee.

Tom Phipps, Editor and bottle washer.



                   GMC DIXIELANDER GENERAL BUSINESS MEETING
                                 May 5, 2012, Bean Station, Tennessee

Noting that the number of members present represented a quorum according to the bylaws, the 
meeting was called to order at 0941 by President Chuck Boyd. Officers present were President 
Chuck Boyd, Treasurer Chuck Chambers, Vice-President John Richardson and Secretary Flic 
Acosta.

The invocation was given by Mark Kalinowski and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

President Boyd asked that new members stand and be recognized. Two new members were present. 
Rick and Cindy Michelhaugh from Clinton, Tennessee, Jim Kanomata from Belmont, California and 
Rick Denney from Lovettsville, Va. President Boyd asked that Ken Burton from Indiana stand also to 
be recognized for his efforts on behalf of the club. Mary Mondello introduced Lebron Hollingsworth 
who she had met on the road and would also be joining the Dixielanders at this rally.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Chuck Chambers presented the treasurer’s report. He noted that the 
balance brought forward from 7-1-2011 was $3794.63. Income since that time totaled $1365.00 and 
expenditures totaled $997.72. The ending balance as of 5 May, 2012 was $4161.91. President Boyd 
asked if there were any additions or corrections. There being none, a motion to accept the report as 
read was made by Ted Stinnett and seconded by Tom Phipps and Ken Henderson. The motion 
carried.

Treasurer Chambers announced that pursuant to the executive board meeting of 5-4-12, a decision 

had been made to change the standing rules to read that dues not paid by the 31st of January would 
be assessed a $15 penalty fee in addition to the $10 membership fee. It was noted also by Secretary 
Acosta that the bylaws stated that members whose dues remain unpaid for more than 2-months 
would be deemed to have forfeited membership in the club. A discussion followed regarding 
problems in getting members to pay dues in a timely manner so that updated rosters could be put out 
on time and costs and effort involved in updating and notifying members be kept down. Additionally, 
reducing the burden on the treasurer of repeatedly calling members. 

SECRETARY REPORT:  Secretary Acosta reported on the last business meeting as being held at 

Lazydays on the 10th of January, 2012 at 10:09 AM. There being a quorum present, the meeting was 
called to order by Vice-President John Richardson. The only item of business discussed was whether 
the members would like to come back to Lazydays in 2013. A majority of those present voted yes and 
a reservation was made for January 14-17, 2013. 

VP Richardson announced that there would be a fall rally held at Colquitt, Ga. during the 1st weekend 
in October, 2013. He made an appeal for newsletter article submissions.
New members Alan and Nancy Hamilton from Lansdowne, Ontario were introduced.
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 11:15 AM. 

President Boyd  asked for a motion to accept the report as read. A motion was made by Judy Acosta 
and seconded by Joan Dotson. The motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS: None.

NEW BUSINESS:  Vice-President Richardson reported on upcoming rallies. The
summer rally will be held at Cumberland Mountain State Park about 80 miles west of Knoxville, Tenn. 
The site is in close proximity to the Mondello plant and Mary Mondello will conduct a tour of the plant 
during the rally. The rally dates will be 19-22 July, 2012.



The fall rally will be held at Emerald Lake RV Resort in Colquitt, Ga. during the week of October 4-7, 
2012. Concurrently ongoing, will be a play titled Swamp Gravy for which tickets are currently on sale 

at $26 per ticket. The price is good through August 14th. The campground fees will be $25 per night.
As noted earlier, the winter rally will again be held January 14-17, 2013 at Lazydays near Tampa, Fla.
Our annual Spring rally will be held at Bean Station with some minor changes and a more informal 
venue. Dates to be announced via the newsletter.

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Tom Phipps made an appeal for members to keep their mailing information 
up to date. He mails out newsletters to the current listed addresses so it is imperative that members 
keep all their information current. This is done centrally through the treasurer and secretary. They in 
turn will update the newsletter editor who annually mails out a current roster.

SUNSHINE REPORT: Judy Acosta reported that she had mailed out a number of get well cards. A 
number of members preferred not to make their illnesses public so those members names were not 
circulated among the membership. Lew Ayres hurt himself putting things into his truck; Darleen 
Moore is recovering very well from a hip replacement; Jan Grove was hospitalized for pneumonia and 
is under continual doctor’s care for kidney and other problems; Judi Tompkins (although not currently 
a member) fell while in Florida and went downhill from there requiring a medivac to Chapel Hill in 
North Carolina. Our last contact with her found her doing well and recovering.
Sympathy cards were mailed out for the passing of Gene Cupples and Bobby Williamson. Also to 
Linda Terrill for the loss of her Mom.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Prior to the nominating committee report, President Boyd spoke to the 
members and emphasized how proud and honored he was to have been allowed to serve two terms 
as President.
Ted Stinnett announced the nomination committees slate for officers for the upcoming year: 
President, John Richardson; Vice-President, John Nicholls; Treasurer, Chuck Chambers; Secretary, 
Mark Kalinowski; National Director, Jim Buchanan; Executive committee, Chuck Boyd, Elaine 
Henderson, and JR Slaten; Nominating committee, Ted Stinnett, Chuck Boyd and George Zhookoff; 
audit committee, Gene Dotson and Elmer Olson; Sunshine committee, Judy and Flic Acosta; 
Webmaster, Ken Henderson; Newsletter editor, Tom Phipps. President Boyd asked if there were any 
nominations from the floor. There being none, he asked for a motion to accept the nominations as 
read. A motion to accept was 
made by Tom Phipps and
 seconded by Jim Walters. 
The slate was accepted by 
acclamation.
President Boyd asked
if there was any other business.
 There being none, the meeting
 was adjourned at 10:28 AM.

Respectfully submitted,
Flic Acosta

Dixielanders at GMC 
International Rally, Shawnee, 
OK.

Spring 2012



DOT 5 BRAKE FLUID - IT’S NOT FOR EVERYONE

During the technical bull session at Bean Station there was discussion of the various types of brake 
fluid available for our Motorhomes. The consensus among attendees was that DOT 3 and DOT 4 are 
the preferred products and that DOT 5 is to be avoided. 

DOT 3 and DOT 4 have some advantages, including:
- Inexpensive and universally available
- Typically is original equipment
- Distinctive odor aids in finding leaks
- Available in multiple colors to aid flushing

The knocks on DOT 3 & 4 include:
- Hydrophilic (absorbs moisture)
- Low boiling point, boiling point degrades with moisture
- Requires regular fluid changes
- Dissolves paint 
- Partial containers must be disposed of and not used to refill the system

In comparison, DOT 5 offers some advantages in a brake system including:
- Higher boiling point than most conventional brake fluids
- Hydrophobic (does not absorb moisture)
- Maintains its performance over time due to lack of moisture
- Partial containers can be retained for addition to the system
- DOT 5 does not affect paint

The knocks on DOT 5 include:
- DOT 5 is relatively expensive and sometimes difficult to find 
- Water in the system can pool at a low point and freeze, blocking the line
- DOT 5 is incompatible with other types of fluid
- Switching to DOT 5 may require replacement of many components
- Lack of odor makes any leaks less evident 

Consider that DOT 5 brake fluid is silicone-based and should not be added to a system that contains 
alcohol-based brake fluids. To do so might produce a gel in the system and loss of braking.  It is still a 
premium product when compared to regular brake fluid, less so when compared to some of the high-
end DOT 3 and DOT 4 fluids. Once hard to find, it is now generally available.

To switch to DOT 5 the system must be flushed to remove as much of the original fluid as possible. 

Rubber components in the system (hoses, seals, etc.) might have to be replaced as they may retain 
absorbed contamination from the original fluid. Dot 5 works well in vehicles that are driven 
infrequently or stored for long periods, which describes how many GMCs are used. Do not confuse 
DOT 5 with DOT 5.1, which is an organic fluid that is incompatible with DOT 5.

In summary, if DOT 5 offers advantages which suit the way you use your GMC, make the change at a 
time when major brake system components are being replaced. That will reduce the cost of the 
change and perhaps make it feasible. You will be joining military aircraft and the Postal Service in 
using DOT 5 in your braking system.

- Robert Burkitt



  

Notes from the Vice President -

  After our Exec. Board Mtg. at Bean Station, I felt we should personally visit the Cumberland 
Mountain State Park to solidify our rally plans. Mrs. Mary Mondello, who, as you all know, lives 
nearby the park and has offered to provide us with a tour of the Mondello Tech Center there in 
Crossville, TN.
      My wife, Linda and I, caravanned with Mary in her coach from Bean Station to the Tech Center on 
Sunday.  We left our coaches and went to visit the state park .I am Very glad we did. While the Park 
is a very beautiful place to visit, camp, hike, and enjoy the out of doors, it is NOT at all conducive to 
conducting a rally.
     I was more or less informed by the staff on duty at the main entrance that they did not cater to 
rallies. After driving though the Park, I understand why. There are several campgrounds spread 
around the park, each with approximately 15 campsites. All campgrounds were water and electric 
ONLY, except for one campground which accommodated 15 sites and were mostly occupied.
     The restaurant is probably almost a quarter mile away from most of the campsites and we would 
have to rent a room there - by the hour or day-  very expensive and open to no later than 8 PM. 
Getting to and from the meeting room would be very awkward at best. --- The restaurant is only open 
for lunch and dinners with a limited menu. On the bright side, the Restaurant is a very beautiful lodge 
like structure overlooking the river. The Sunday buffet was plentiful, delicious and only $9.95 +tax.
    Well, --- our conclusion and consensus was there could be no way to conduct a rally as we know it 
at this park. It is a very pretty place, great for family camping, etc., but not for our purposes.
    Lastly, they would NOT consider, as Chuck Boyd had reported, any type of reservations for 
camping, so, our folks would be scattered throughout the entire park.
      So, After enjoying a wonderful lunch at the park restaurant and discussing our situation, we 
agreed that since our Dixielander members had indicated interest in the Mondello facility and Mary 
had graciously agreed to have us tour it, we should find alternate accommodations in Crossville for 
our rally, if  possible.   -  John Richardson, Vice President.

Please see the revised rally notes on page 7.  This indicates the correct RV park for the rally.  The 
deadline has passed for the registration of the rally.  I sent out 160 e-mail notifications about this rally.  
I received about 18 bounces, due to incorrect addresses.  Please, if you did not get an e-mail, send 
your correct address to Flic and Chuck.  If you do not wish to receive e-mail notices, that is fine, but 
please tell us.  E-mail is the fastest method of sending club information to you.  Tom Phipps, Editor

I have 2 double seats that was in our GMC that I would be glad to give to someone who would want 
them.  Call me at 812-944-4048. Leave a  message if I am  not home. You can advertise it in the 
newsletter if you want to.  I am in Floyds Knobs, IN.  Mary Bezy ,Thanks. 

Advance Notice for Winter 2013 Rally -  Winter Rally will be at Lasy Days, near Tampa, FL.  WE are 
scheduled for Jan 14- 17, 2013.  Contact the park directly for reservations (800-905-6627).  Cut off 
date is Dec 14, 2012.  We must have 10 coaches or more to receive the rally price.

e



DIXIELANDER SUMMER RALLY - JULY 19 – 22, 2012

Spring Lake RV Resort, Crossville, TN. 38571

(931) 707-1414 - www.springlakervtn.com

OVERVIEW:

The highlight of this rally is a Tour of the Mondello Tech Center by Mrs.Mary Mondello. Additionally, Crossville

has a very rich and interesting history with many places to visit. The RV Resort is easily accessible just off I-40,

at exit 322, go north 3.7 miles, right 1/4 mile - SIGNS will be out. Crossville is about 70 miles west of Knoxville,

Tn.

SCHEDULE:

Thursday – Noon- 5 PM - Registration and Check-in.

5 PM – 6 PM - Social Hour - Club furnished light snacks

6 PM - Pot Luck Dinner – Club furnishing the meat, Iced Tea and Coffee.

PLEASE bring your own table setting to all meals in the Clubhouse – Thank You.

Friday - 8 AM - 9 AM Breakfast - Pancakes, sausage, juice and coffee.

Saturday – 8 AM – 9 AM Tom Phipps Special Breakfast, juice and coffee.

2 PM - 6 PM Travel to Mondello’s for Tour and a Catered Dinner.

Wear your Dixielander name badge to identify us while in the resort as other rallies will be here also.

RESERVATIONS:

Rally Rates are for full hookups, W/E/sewer, cable & Wi-Fi. $26.00 +tax or $29.00+tax lakeside. Rates are good

2 days before and after the rally make your reservations directly with the resort, telephone 931-707-1414 , As

Soon As possible. We were given 25 sites in one area but must reserve now to be placed together/near the

clubhouse, late reservations will be placed on sites where available. Also, please indicate to the resort if you

have special needs.

RALLY FEES: $25.00 per person – Cutoff date is June 19, 2012

Mail to: John Richardson, 14359 State Hwy 20, Niceville, fl. 32578

Contact: JRichSr@aol.com phone - 850-897-9726 cell – 850-830-6100



DIXIELANDER FALL RALLY – October  4-7, 2012

City Park, Colquitt, GA 39837

OVERVIEW:  The highlight of this rally is the 20th anniversary  performance of Swamp Gravy, the Official Folk-
Life Play of Georgia.  Its business is storytelling!   True local stories are spiced up with songs written by local 
musicians and costumes of an era gone by.  It’s a helpin’ of down-home Southern flavor.   Not just a “local 
hoe-down”, it has been performed at the Kennedy Center and other locations to great acclaim.  
http://www.swampgravy.com/

We have 40 tickets reserved but they must be paid for or returned by 15 August.  If handicapped seating is 
needed, I will try to make those arrangements; you will have to let me know as soon as possible.

Additionally, Colquitt has a very rich and interesting history with many places to visit.  Colquitt is on US 27, 60 
miles North of Tallahassee, FL.  We will be staying in the City Park, within walking distance of almost 
everything in town, including the town square and the theater.

The large commercial RV park where we planned to stay has been closed.  Therefore, we have reserved 
Colquitt’s Spring Creek RV park, and obtained permission to park in the adjacent City Park.  The RV park has 
only 7 sites, all with full hookups, at $15 per night.  The City Park has a large level paved parking lot, with 
restrooms, a small covered pavilion, and a nice boardwalk leading through the swamp to the creek.  There 
MAY be some 15A electrical connections but no other hookups.  There will be no charge for dry camping there 
– just leave it cleaner than we find it.  The weather in early October should be pleasant enough for dry 
camping.  There will be no generator restrictions imposed.  Dumping can be done in the RV park if necessary.  

We will reserve the RV park for those whose physical condition requires hookups; if those individuals do not 
reserve all of the 7 sites, the excess will be available to others in the order their registrations are received.

Spring Creek Park is located at the western city limits of Colquitt on US-27, just east of Spring Creek.  The 
street immediately east of that park leads to the City Park; GMCDL signs will be posted.

SCHEDULE

Thusday:
Noon-5:00 p.m. -- Registration and Check-in.
6:00 p.m. -- Dinner (Buffet) Moby Dick Restaurant – Pay as You Go

Friday:
 8:00 – 9:00 -- Breakfast at Helen’s Restaurant  (less than a mile away & offers full breakfast), or Hardee’s 
(within walking distance).  

Lunch on your own -- you may want to try a restaurant on the square, or return to Helen’s or Moby Dick.

6:00 p.m. -- Dinner, Seafood Buffet, Moby Dick – Pay as You Go

Saturday:     Same as Friday.

2:00 p.m. until about 5:00 p.m. Swamp Gravy at Cotton Hall

We can walk or drive from the campgrounds.  Cotton Hall is just off the square on the street going east from 
the NE corner of the square.
 
6:00 p.m. Dinner: Moby Dick buffet

Sunday:   Departure



DISK BRAKE DISTRUCTION

We were just fifteen miles from our Bean Station destination 
when Herb Haught yells on the CB that there were sparks 
coming from my right rear center wheel.   We were driving 
slow on 11 W in the small town of Rutledge, TN, where I
 pulled off the highway at an intersection.  We were stopped
 for a few seconds when the right center tire blew out.  We
 exited the coach and noticed a small flame rising from the
 brake caliper area.  A shot of CO2 from our fire extinguisher
subdued the flame which reignited after about a minute. 
 Another shot of CO2 quickly put it out.  Later, we discovered 
what had caught fire was the anti chaffing tube around the
 flex brake hose near the Bango Bolt on the caliper.  The 
wheel, lug nuts, and hub were to hot to touch.  Herb and I
 zipped off the lug nuts with an electric impact and removed
 the hot wheel.  We noticed blobs of cast iron on the caliber
 along with pieces of the rotor.  ( See Photo)  I removed this 
debris while Herb isolated the caliper by plugging the brake
 hydraulic line.  We put the spare wheel on and noticed it 
turned freely.  After putting everything away we were
underway with good brakes on five wheels.   The next day,
 we removed the wheel, caliper and hub for examination of the bearings which still had plenty of 
synthetic grease.  The races and bearings had no discoloration or chips.

This problem was caused by the collapse  of the center tube of the flexible  rubber brake line 
attached to the Bango Bolt on the caliper.  This collapse acts like a check valve which will not allow 
the brake fluid to return, which causes the brake to drag and to overheat.

The joy of our GMC continues. - Ron Davis

REGISTRATION FORM for Swamp Gravy Rally

CUTOFF DATE is August 15, 2012 for Swamp Gravy.  Any extra tickets must be 
returned on that date.

CAMPGROUND REGISTRATION DEADLINE is Sept 15, 2012.

There is no rally fee.

RV Park Nights: 4 Oct____; 5 Oct_____;6 Oct_____; X $15 = ______ (handicapped )

DRY Camping:    No charge   4 Oct____; 5 Oct_____;6 Oct_____; 

Tickets to SWAMP GRAVY $26.43 each X number of tickets= ___________

Ticket money to :

Elaine Henderson,  110 O’Hara Road, Americus, GA  31719



Derby Hats of Bean Station - 2012



Derby Hats of Bean Station - Part  2


