
Notes from the President:  Chuck Boyd 

Spring 2011 

•  

“Roaming Dix ie  Together”  

Movers and Shakers 

• President    Chuck Boyd 

• Vice-President   John Ricahrdson 

• Secretary    Flic Acosta 

• Treasurer  Chuck Chambers 

• FMCA Nat. Dir.  Don Walloch 

•      Alternate     Don Leslie 

• Executive Committee 

•            Harry Terrell 

•            Elaine Henderson 

•            Ike Grove 

•            JR Slaten, Alternate   

• Nominating Committee 

•            Audrey Holloway 

•            Betty Davis 

•            Ted Stinnett 

• Audit Committee 

•            Gene Dotson 

•            Marie Hudson 

• GMCMI East Rep  JR Slaten 

• GMCMI South Rep Alex Sirum 

• Photographers  Ike & Jan Grove, 

Jr. 

• Sunshine Lady  Judy Acosta 

• Membership Chm.  John 

Nicholls 

• Equipment Mgr. / Storekeeper 

John Richardson 

• WebMaster  Ken Henderson 

• Newsletter Editor Tom Phipps 

GMC Dixielander 

           This was the best Bean Station EVER.  The food was all home 
made and delicious.  The biscuits, gravy, and ham for breakfast was 
"spot on" as the Aussie says.  We got so much done this year around 
the pit.  George Zhookoff got his new Reaction Arm Braking System in-
stalled and it worked flawless.  Ray Bechtel and Gary Kosier were there 
for front line support.  I`m not sure but I thought I saw Ken Henderson 
on his back and knees a few times, probably just being nosy.  Bob Pe-
sell with the guidance of Hubert Rowell got new front wheel bearings 
with grease zerks, steering box adjusted, new front brakes, toe in 
checked, steering column and steering wheel aligned to center, and 
probably a few more things I didn`t see.  Rob Mueller checked every 
front end that came across the pit and shared his findings and how to do 
it.  Thanks Rob.  Ken Burton repaired a few coaches electrics and ran 
for parts for everybody.  Albert Branscombe did a seminar on Kelsey-
Hayes disc brakes that he has adapted for our coaches with a REAL 
EMERGENCY BRAKE.  Thanks Albert.  I even saw Tom Phipps and 
Jim Galbavy carrying a TH425 transmission around.  Luther McConnell 
carried a window to MO for Dan Gregg and Jeremy brought a pair of 
seats for somebody and carried a different set back for somebody else.  
Eric Tanner was a cleaning and polishing and loaning tools to everybody 
and offering well needed advise on many things.  Of course I can`t for-
get JR Slaten, it was his birthday, he only got one coach stuck while 
parking this year.  He and Jeannie were everywhere doing everstuff.  
Thanks.  Chuck and Sue Chambers and Flic and Judy Acosta were 
there early to get it all together for us.  A big "Attaboy" to all those who 
tried to keep Marty in the wings.  She was still in on everything and 
would not sit down.  The biggest thrill for Me was when Marty and Al an-
nounced that there will be a Bean Station 2012 on Kentucky Derby 
weekend.  I can`t wait to see what happens next.. 
  I was very humbled and honored when ya`ll asked me to keep the 
gavel for another year.  I will try to find out what a "Presidents Report" is 
for the next meeting.  Since our VP John Richardson wasn`t there to de-
fend himself I appointed Him as VP for another year also.  I did call Him 
the next day to tell him.  No Problem, He was already working on a Rally 
in Savannah for us maybe for next year.  Thanks John. 
 
  I hope to see you all at Gadsden, Al....  Happy GMCing. 
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Brake Bleeding  - Jim Hupy 
 
 Tom & Dixielanders. My name is Jim Hupy and I am the current GMCWS Tech VP. I also belong 
to the GMC Cascaders and the International as well. I supplied a power brake bleeder kit to the 
Bean Station work rally. Rob Muller and I conspired to provide the kit to ensure that the install of 
the Algur reaction arm that George Zhookoff won in the Applied GMC drawing went well and had 
no bleeding issues. As we found in the GMCWS on Rick Denny's coach, that modification is one 
very impressive piece of work. My kit is a picture of simplicity, but the reality of it is that it simply 
just works, and better than a MityVac pump, or for that matter better than pumping and holding 
the brake pedal. One person, working by him (or her) self, can easily bleed all the bubbles out a 
GMC system in a very short time using a power bleeder. What convinced me to produce one for 
sale was a MC failure on the road with my GMC. 
     In years past, I have used a Sioux power bleeder that plugged into the shop air line and used 
a basketball sized bladder tank with a variety of different MC adapters to fit most pre-power brake 
tandem master cylinders. Alas, Sioux, an old line AMERICAN manufacturing company, fell victim 
to consolidation and buyout by corporate raiders, and another one bites the dust. When are the 
consumers in this country going to wake up & realize just what "BUY AMERICAN" means to our 
economy and the country? 
     George reported back that they used my kit on his coach and all who were present were able 
to see for themselves how will it works. It makes no difference to me if my kit, or another power 
bleeder is used. When both of the MC reservoirs are supplied with equal pressure and are com-
pletely filled with fluid, there is no place for the trapped air to go but out the bleeders. The low op-
erating pressure at which the bleeder operates insures that more air is not introduced into the MC 
while bleeding. Once around the coach, starting with the wheel that is the greatest distance from 
the MC, and progressing to the closest one, is usually sufficient to achieve a firm pedal and a 
properly functioning brake system. On a disc/drum system after a 200-300 mile break in period 
for the pads and linings, re-adjust the rear drum brakes and final bleed the system. You are then 
ready for many miles of trouble free stopping. Please feel free to use any or all of this article in 
your newsletter. George Z thought perhaps that you could use it. I hope to get out east into that 
area of the country sometime, although I am not too fond of high humidity, bugs or tornadoes. 
Went through one of those in Eastern Washington State when I was a teenager and will never 
forget the sound that they make. Kinda like 100 Steam locomotives all pulling steep grades at the 
same time. I sure hope all you folks in Tennesee, Alabama, & Virginia are OK, and soon recover 
from your losses. 
 
 
1. The Fall 2011 Rally has been scheduled for October 6 thru 10, Thursday to Sunday, at the 
Lake Park KOA Campground, just south of  Valdosta, Georgia (exit 5 of Interstate 75). The camp-
ing fee has been arranged (by Dave Perry) for $20.70 per night and that will include three break-
fasts. The schedule for this rally is being finalized and will be announced at the next rally as well 
as the newsletter. 
  
2. Looking forward to 2012, we have an opportunity to go to the Savannah, Georgia area ...BUT, 
we need someone to volunteer to coordinate it for us. If you could possibly help with this rally or 
would like more information, please contact our Vice President, John Richardson, address and 
phone numbers are in the directory. Thank You, here is our chance to go to an area we haven't 
visited in many years. 
                      - John  Richardson, VP 
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                                              GMC DIXIELANDER REPORT   as of  April 30, 2011 
  
  
            BALANCE BROUGHT. FORWARD  11/08/2010                                                                                                
$3556.56 
  
                        INCOME: 
                                        Dues and new members--                                               $1483.00 
                                        Excess Blue Angel rally fees--                                             232.02 
                                                TOTAL INCOME--                                                   $1715.02 
  
                        BALANCE:                                                                                                                                  
$5271.58 
  
                        EXPENDITURES: 
                                        Specialty Engraving-badges                                                $149.50 
                                        Tom Phipps-newsletter x2 and membership roster               580.45 
                                        Hospice of Palm Beach-memorial Marge Sirum                      50.00 
                                        First Assembly Church Missions Dept. Lanny Young              50.00 
                                        US Post Office--stamps                                                             8.80 
                                                TOTAL EXPENDITURES--                                          $838.75 
  
            ENDING BALANCE APRIL 30, 2011          
 
$4432.83 
  
            Respectfully submitted, 
  
            Chuck Chambers, Treasurer 
 
Notes from The Editor – Tom Phipps 
 
Well, Bean Station was a resounding success.  Everyone enjoyed George Z. and his merry band 
of helpers installing the new reaction arm braking system.  His comments are in this issue.  And, 
we have a nice article from Jim Hupy, about his pressure brake bleeding system.  He used it on 
George’s coach, and it was amazing to watch how fast the fluid changed from ugly black to blue. 
Using a different colored brake fluid is a definite plus.  Very easy to tell when the “old” is gone 
and the “new” is in. 
Bob Peesel had a fun time re-doing his front end.  Lots of expert help went his way also.  Great to 
see the new members and their families.  I think that they had a great time. I know that they will 
be an asset to this club and the GMC Family. 
Thanks for the forwarded photos, makes doing the newsletter a little easier.  Next time, Marilyn 
and I should be in our “new-to-us” coach, and might even do some work on it. 
 
For sale:  As you know, I helped Marsha (on GMCnet) with her coach.  Unfortunately, this coach 
is now available as a parts coach.  Please contact her directly for further information.  It has 
brand new 16.5” tires, new battery.  Engine will start.  Trans unk.  Onan unk.  All exterior flat glass 
good.  Interior wooden pieces are good, fabric very ugly.   GMC is in N.C., near VA border. 
E-mail:  makeminetea at yahoo dot com 



GMC DIXIELANDER 

Hash Brown Potato Casserole  - Betty Davis 
 
1 2 lb package of Hash Brown Potatoes (thawed) 
1 Stick Butter (melted) 
2 cups Grated Chedder Cheese 
2 cans Cream of Chicken Soup 
1 pt of Sour Cream 
1/2 tsp Pepper 
 
Mix melted butter into thawed potatoes.  Add grated cheese and mix. 
Combine 2 cans of Cream of Chicken soup, 1 pt of sour cream, salt and pepper. 
Add to potato cheese mix, mix well .  Place in a 9 x 13 pan. 
Bake at 350 degrees, about 45 minutes. 

Sugar Cream Cake – Betty Davis 
 
1 Yellow Cake Mix 
1 Stick of Butter 
2 Eggs 
 
Beat well and spread in 9 x 13 buttered dish. 
 
1 8 oz Cream Cheese 
2 Eggs 
1 16 oz box of Confectioners Sugar. 
 
Mix well and spread on top of cake mixture and bake 350 degrees for 35 – 45 minutes.  Test with 
toothpick. 
 
You can use other flavored cake mixes, to your taste. 
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                      Brake Reaction Arm Installation Lessons Learned   
 
 
First of all, yes, the system works great.  When you get on the brakes, you 
are snatched out of your seat and anything not properly packed is headed 
for the windshield.  There is no doubt you have a set of brakes that work. 
Getting ready:  Start spraying brake line and mounting bolts with your fa-
vorite penetrating oil.  Mine is Kroil.  When you receive the complete sys-
tem, set up a table then layout and inventory all the parts.  I printed a set 
of installation instructions 11” X 17” and marked off what I had on hand off 
the last page of the instructions which has the bill of materials.  People are 
human and there may be some parts missing.  The instructions are clearly 
written in a step by step method.  Go through a dry run assembling the 
parts on the table. You’ll become familiar with how it all goes together and 
be able to quickly identify parts during the installation.  Verify bearing fit 
into the bearing block and confirm to yourself how shims are installed. 
Supplies you should have on hand:  As Ray Bechtel said “If you haven’t re-
placed your rear wheel bearings now is a great time to replace them”.  
You’ll be all the way down to the bare spindles on the rear.  At a minimum 
have 4 new bearing grease seals in case they get damaged during the pro-
ject.  You’ll need a can of bearing grease and a grease gun.  The bill of 
materials lists red thread locker for use during the install.  Have four to six 
½”X13 nuts for test fitting the assembly.  The system comes with nylock 
nuts for final assembly.  Have a set of knee pads to save your knees.  
You’ll be cleaning several surfaces on the bogies for a hand fit of bearings 
and bearing blocks.  A one inch wire wheel powered by your drill gun really 
helps.  Have 12-18” of one inch wide emery cloth to de-rust unprotected 
spindle surfaces.  Have two quarts of brake fluid for bleeding the brakes.  I 
used the Rob Mueller recommended ATE Super Blue Racing fluid avail-
able from Pegasus Racing.  We used the Jim Hupy Power Brake Bleeder 
to bleed the brakes in minutes vs. hours.  Gary Kosier brought his right an-
gle heavy duty drill for drilling the frame.  You’ll be drilling eight 9/16” holes 
in the frame up from underneath and it’s hard on the shoulders.  We put 
my coach in “hover” mode on four heavy duty jack stands.  Have a ½” X 13 
Tap or Thread Chaser for cleaning the threads on the wheel hubs that will 
be reused.  Ken Henderson provided his electric torque gun that helped 
speed things up. 
The project is disassemble the rear wheels and brakes down to bare spin-
dles.  Then install the sway bars, torque boxes and brakes with new flexi-
ble lines.  Install new proportion valve, line lock, bleed the brakes, mount 
the wheels and torque the wheels and test drive. 
We did it in about 16 hours with a lot of technical discussion.  I believe it’s 
a full weekend project no more than two weekends. Mounting and con-
necting the sway bars is a two person operation. 
If you’re going to do it yourself email me and I’ll answer any and all ques-
tions.  Heck if there’s a way for me to be there I’ll help! 
            
           - -  George Zhookoff 

       Parts is Parts. 
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                    GMC DIXIELANDER GENERAL BUSINESS MEETING 

                                 April 30, 2011. Bean Station, Tennessee 
 
Noting that the number of members present represented a quorum according to the bylaws, the 
meeting was called to order at 0930 by President Chuck Boyd. Officers present were Treasurer 
Chuck Chambers and Secretary Flic Acosta. 
 
The invocation was given by Jim Walters and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
SECRETARIES REPORT: Secretary Acosta read the minutes from our last business meeting 
held at Lost Bay RV Resort at Lillian, Alabama held on November 12, 2010. President Boyd 
asked if there were any additions or corrections. There being none, he then asked for a motion to 
accept the minutes as read. A motion to accept them was made by JR Slaten and seconded by 
Jeanne Slaten. The motion carried. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Chuck Chambers presented the treasurer’s report. He noted that the 
balance brought forward from 11-08-2010 was $3556.56. Income since that date totaled 
$1715.02 and expenditures totaled $838.75. The ending balance as of April 30, 2011 was 
$4432.83. President Boyd asked if there were any additions or corrections. There being none, he 
asked for a motion to accept. A motion to accept the report as read was made by Curby Robert-
son and seconded by Ed Smith. The motion carried. 
 
VICE-PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  In the absence of the vice-president, his information was pre-
sented by Jim Walters who first asked for a moment of silence in memory of those recently 
passed members Marge Sirum, Lanny Young and Joe Mondello. Also noted was the passing of 
the passing of the brother of our host, Al Samsel. 
The next rally will be held at Noccalula Falls in Gadsden, Alabama. The rally dates will be July 
14-16, 2011; Thursday through Saturday and leaving on Sunday. Rally fees will be $25 per per-
son and Camping fees will be $21.17 for full hookup or $16 w/o sewer. Cutoff date will be 1 July, 
2011. Rally fees are to be mailed to Jim Walters. This rally will be co-hosted by Jim and Ethel 
Walters and Jim and Ethel Walters. 
The fall rally will be held at Lake Park, Georgia (near exit 5 on I-75). The rally dates will be on Oc-
tober 6,7,and 8. The camping fees will be $20 per night and include breakfast each morning. We 
are looking for hosts for this rally. As an incentive, rally fees are automatically waived for the host 
and one co-host family. Anyone interested should contact John Richardson. 
 
SUNSHINE REPORT: Judy Acosta reported that 7 get well cards had been sent out since No-
vember but the good news is that most of the folks were here : Bill Telgen, Ellen Springer, Korky 
Rice, Marti Samsel, Betty Olsen, Jan Grove and Wanda McConnell. Cheryl Dilk, who had back 
surgery was doing well and planned to be here but cancelled after taking a fall. Also Ray Whelan, 
who underwent rotator cup surgery was not here because of a conflicting doctor appointment. 
Judy also noted that Jim Walters had spoken to the recent passings for which sympathy cards 
were sent out. 
 
FMCA REPORT: No report. 
 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE: John Nicholls indicated that there was nothing to report. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT: President Boyd started by welcoming the newcomers and asking them 
to stand and introduce themselves. Newcomers were John and Jan Norrie, Mark and Patrice Kali-
nowski, Jeremy and Crystal Knezek, Randy and Amber Hansen, Rob and Helen Mueller, Bob and 
April Peesel , Hubert and Jeanine Rowell, Gary and Kara Kosier and Al and Shelia Branscombe.  
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  Tom Phipps emphasized the importance of membership input to the 
newsletter and asked that all members with any pictures, thoughts or articles of interest please 
submit them to him for possible inclusion in the newsletter. He pointed out specifically projects 
such as the ongoing front end repairs and the installation of the reaction arms as items that could 
benefit all the members. He pointed out that articles should be thought of as one page long at the 
most. Also welcome were articles from the distaff side, including recipes. When submitting photos, 
he requested that they be identified as to content. Secretary Acosta  suggested that Bob Peesel 
submit something regarding his experience with part number problems. Tom also requested that 
members notify him promptly of newsletter errors. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: No old business was brought up for discussion. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: President Boyd noted that the Bean Station rally was the rally at which new offi-
cers were nominated. No names had been brought forward. He indicated that he was willing to go 
another term if the membership wanted him. A discussion followed as to whether he needed to be 
elected or could continue w/o election. Ken Henderson made a motion that the existing officers be 
renominated by proclamation. The motion carried by acclamation with none opposed. In accor-
dance with the bylaws, the nominees will be voted on and elected at future meetings. The nomi-
nees are Chuck Boyd, President; John Richardson, vice-president; Chuck Chambers, treasurer; 
and Flic Acosta, secretary. 
Ellen Springer Expressed concern that with the cost of food rising if we should give some thought 
to raising the rally fees. After some discussion among the membership, treasurer Chambers noted 
that only normally money has been turned back in to the treasury as excess. He further noted that 
only once in recent history had the treasury had to pay out extra money to supplement the rally 
fees taken in. It was also noted that at most of the rallies there is a night out at a local restaurant in 
which each party pays for their own meal. A question was raised as to whether there was a mecha-
nism in place to fund excess expenditures. Treasurer Chambers said yes.  Secretary Acosta noted 
that a number of members, mostly newer ones, were concerned about the high costs of rallies and 
in response he had pointed out that was in the campground fees as most members wanted full 
amenities…not dry camping. He also pointed out that the rally fee portion had not changed. 
Mary Mondello rose to express her gratitude to all for their kindness over the passing of Joe and 
indicated that she would do everything she could to keep their business open. She noted that they 
had scaled back but business was continuing as usual. 
Bob Burkett, speaking for John Shotwell, commented on the Dixielander jackets that John had 
found a source for but were not well received, probably due to the heaviness in weight and thick-
ness. He noted that Shotwell had located a different source with a lighter jacket similar to our origi-
nal jacket and more suitable to our climate. He had the information and samples with him so that 
folks could see what the new style looked like as well as web site information. 
Marti Samsel announced that there would be a Bean Station rally next year and the dates would 
be May 3-6 to coincide with the running of the Kentucky Derby. President Boyd corrected all of the 
Yankees in the crowd, informing them that it was called “The Darby”. 
President Boyd asked JR Slaten to address the issue of the Dixielanders changing their affiliation 
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modified its position and created  an “associate chapter” status. The only change in status would 
be that “associate chapters” did not have to have a National or Alternate National Director. They 
would also have no voice in FMCA governance. JR noted that the responsibilities of the director 
was to vote at the governing board meeting once a year and although not mandatory, attend 
each of the FMCA conventions throughout the year. Secretary Acosta then read verbatim the let-
ter put out by FMCA. He noted that, aside from the director requirement, there was one other 
area of difference. Under liability insurance, associate chapter rallies would only be covered in 
the U.S. and Canada. No such restriction applied to full chapters. A discussion ensued. John 
Nicholls argued that it made no sense to give up voting rights and pay the same FMCA dues. Ken 
Henderson asked if there was any coercion by FMCA. The answer was no. Ken then nominated 
John Nicholls to be our National Director for the foreseeable future. It was seconded by Jeanne 
Slaten and John agreed. He was then voted in by acclamation. It was decided that the club would 
remain a full chapter. President Boyd noted that although we currently have an Alternate National 
Director in Alex Sirum, it has come to his attention that Alex was in the process of accepting a 
similar position with the Alumni group. He indicated that he would be discussing this further with 
Alex. Sue Chambers made a motion to make Joan Dotson a temporary alternate representative 
and it was seconded by Gene Dotson. Joan said that she would look into possibly having Dan 
Gregg attend the governing board meeting as the Dixielander representative. 
The next item of new business was also in regard to a recent FMCA change. Our bylaws require 
that we have 3 required business meetings per year. FMCA has reduced the requirements for 
chapters to only have 1. It was proposed that we change our bylaws to coincide with FMCA’s, 
recognizing that we can have as many as we want. After discussion it was decided that since we 
currently nominate officers at one meeting, vote at another, and elect at the third, there was no 
need to change our requirements. A point was made that changing the meeting requirement 
would also require a change to our procedure of officer elections. The motion to vote for a 
change to the bylaws was withdrawn. No further discussion on this matter. 
A round of applause was given to the Samsels for the outstanding rally. 
There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Joan Dotson and seconded 
by Audrey Hollaway. The motion carried and the meeting adjourned at 1035. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Flic Acosta 

                                   Chuck Boyd, Flic Acosta, and Chuck Chambers 
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Dixielanders eat good. 



WHEN :           July 14, 15 & 16, 2011 
            
WHERE:        Noccalula Falls Campground, 
                      1600 Noccalula Road 
                       Gadsden, AL 35904                                            
           256-543-7412 
                      Fax: 256-543-7498 
                      E-mail:  noccalulacampground@comcast.net 
           Web Site:  www.cityofgadsden.com        
           Fees:  $21.17 per night full hook-ups, including Cable/ WiFi 
                              $16.17 per night with water and eletric only. 
 
NOTE:           Attendees are responsible for making their own reservations no later than 1 July. 
                      Make reservations directly with the RV park. 
 
Events:          Thursday:  Night will be a potluck.  Bring a vegetable or dessert (or, both).  Main  
                      dish will be provided. 
 
                      Friday:   Breakfast will be provided each morning. 
                                   Business meeting will be help on Friday morning. 
                       
                      Friday Night:  Caravan to Local Fish restaurant, “Top O River” . 
                                “www.topotheriverrestaurant.com” 
 
                      Saturday:  Breakfast will be provided.  Then you are on your own to explore the   
                      area.  There are two large flea markets nearby and several other area attractions. 
 
                      Saturday Night:  Catered meal followed by a fun evening. 
 

Hosts:  John and Linda Richardson and Jim and Ethel Walters 

             GMC Dixielander Summer Rally 2011 
 

Noccalula Falls Campgound Rally – July 14 to 16, 2011 
 
Mail to:          Jim Walters 
                      179 Loretta Lane 
                      Luthersville, GA  30251 
 
Arrival Date:_____________________________Departure Date:
__________________________ 
Name_________________________________ 
Address_______________________________ 
______________________________________Rally Fee ($25 per person)
___________________ 

Cut-Off Date:  July 1, 2011  Call 256-543-7412  


