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WINTER 2010 

•  

“Roaming Dix ie  Together”  

Movers and Shakers 

• President    Jeanne Slaten 

• Vice-President   Jim Walters 

• Secretary    Flic Acosta 

• Treasurer  Chuck Chambers 

• FMCA Nat. Dir.  Don Walloch 

•      Alternate     Don Leslie 

• Executive Committee 

•           Harry Terrell 

•           Elaine Henderson 

•           Ike Grove 

•           JR Slaten, Alternate  

• Nominating Committee 

•           Audrey Holloway 

•           Betty Davis 

•           Ted Stinnett 

• Audit Committee 

•           Gene Dotson 

•           Marie Hudson 

• GMCMI East Rep  JR Slaten 

• GMCMI South Rep  

• Photographers  Ike & Jan 

Grove, Jr. 

• Sunshine Lady  Judy Acosta 

• Membership Chm.  John 

Nicholls 

• Equipment Mgr. / Storekeeper 

John Richardson 

• WebMaster  Ken Henderson 

• Newsletter Editor Tom Phipps 

GMC Dixielander 

 A few short months ago, I wrote my first “President’s Letter”; this will be          
my last.  I don’t know where the time has gone this year, but I have en-
joyed my term and have learned so much from the other Board Mem-
bers.  There is no way to adequately thank all of them for the excellent 
job that they do, but I hope that each and every one of them knows just 
how much I appreciated their support.  Congratulations to our new 
President, Chuck Boyd, and to our new Vice-President, John 
Richardson.   
 
JR and I belong to about 14 or 15 other clubs, but none of them com-
pare to the Dixielanders. This is a special organization, made up of 
some awesome people. The Dixielanders are well known all over the 
country for their true, Southern hospitality and for being great cooks. A 
huge “THANK YOU” to all who were hosts and co-hosts this year and to 
all who attended the rallies, and all who supplied pot-luck dishes, des-
serts and hors d’oeuvres.   
We hope to see you  January 10-13, at the Lazy Days rally.  If you can’t 
make that one, then make plans to be at Bean Station in May for the 
Samsel’s “Marti“-Gras rally.  It’s one you won’t want to miss! 
  
Hope all y’all had a great Thanksgiving!  We are looking forward to hav-
ing a Merry Christmas and wish the same to all of the Dixielanders. 
  
Hope you liked the short meetings; thanks again,  Jeanne 
  
Notes from the Editor – Well, Wasn’t Pensacola a neat rally.  Only 
spoiled by my coming in on the hook.  Great weather, many interesting 
things to do and see.  Everyone who went enjoyed the Blue Angels Air 
Show.  They always do a great job.  Dinner at Lambert’s was very good.  
The entertainment was fun, especially for those who had never been to 
Lambert’s.  I admit that it is the place to take visitors, when you live in L.
A., or the Western end of Florida. 
I really did not plan for my coach to be the center of the tech session.     
The only indication of impending disaster, was the highly aggressive fan 
clutch started to kick in more than expected.  Temp gauges and oil pres-
sure remained within normal ranges, right up to failure. 
           -Tom Phipps, Newsletter Editor and Chief Bottle Washer 
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Blue Angels Rally Report 
 
Ok, I have sat down and tried to reconcile the rally info for both the Sunshiners and the 
 Dixielanders. 
This is the best way I know to do it. I had 50 people from the Sunshine Statesmen (closer to 25 
couples) .  I have 49  Dixielanders (24 couples + 1).   
I checked the Sunshine Statesmen web site and it seems the pictures have already been placed 
there by someone. I'd also like to thank Mr. &  Mrs. Wesley Chaulk and Ms. Linda Richardson for 
their help in preparing the gumbo in addition to their help with the serving and my praises to the 
generous people who helped with the cleanup. 
  
Our rally was extremely successful with everyone present enjoying 2 types of gumbo on Thursday 
evening, on Friday a large group went to the Blue Angles Air Show and Friday night everyone 
went to Lambert's for Dinner, on Saturday some of the women attended craft shows and went 
shopping while the rest of the group went to the Naval Museum. Saturday night we had a catered 
dinner with too much food.  On Sunday a few people continued on to Biloxi for gambling.   
 
           -Complied from e-mail by Faye Williamson 
  

   BLUE ANGELS RALLY –  Pensacola, FL – Nov, 2010 – More on Page 7 
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                        GMC Dixielander General Business Meeting 
                         November 12, 2010. Lost Bay RV Resort, Lillian, Ala. 
 
Noting that the number of members present represented a quorum according to the bylaws, the 
meeting was called to order at 0900 by President Jeanne Slaten. Officers present were Treasurer 
Chuck Chambers and Secretary Flic Acosta. 
 
The invocation was given by Jim Walters and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
SECRETARIES REPORT: Secretary Acosta read the minutes from our previous business meet-
ing held at Dillard, Ga. on July 10, 2010. A question arose as to the date of the upcoming La-
zyDays rally being different than the listed dates in the minutes. In the absence of the VP, no an-
swer was available. President Slaten asked for a motion to accept the minutes as read. A motion 
to accept them was made by Ron Davis and seconded by JR Slaten. The motion carried. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Chuck Chambers presented the treasurer’s report. He noted that as of 
11-8-10 the total cash on hand in the treasury was $3556.56. He also noted that dues for 2011 
would be due as of January 1, and he would take upcoming dues at this rally. 
 
 VICE-PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  No report available. 
 
SUNSHINE REPORT: Judy Acosta presented the Sunshine report. Sympathy cards were sent to 
Marilyn Phipps for the loss of her sister-in law, Sue Chambers for the loss of her father, Toni 
Veenschoten for the loss of her brother and to the family of Ed Laird, an old time Dixielander, 
who passed away in September. Get well cards were sent to Rose Whelan, Jeanne Slaten, Paul 
Bartz, Howard Nylander, Bill Telgen, Marie Hudson, and Ellen Springer. Judy asked that mem-
bers present sign the get-well cards. 
 
FMCA REPORT: Don Walloch announced that the next FMCA rally would be held in March at 
Perry, Ga. Also that the MEDEX would be replaced by the first of the year and save FMCA about 
$150,000 and improve the coverage. 
 
Ken Henderson stated that, in regard to the Perry rally, a concerted effort should be made to en-
courage everyone to go to the rally and get them to park us together and accommodate our 
needs. President Slaten said she would contact some of the other clubs to see if the interest was 
there. 
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  President Slaten asked for all new members and first timers to please 
stand. She noted that  Dorean Woods would stand if she could get up from her wheelchair. Tom 
Phipps was then asked if he had anything from the newsletter editor. Tom requested that people 
send him photos that they had taken for possible inclusion in upcoming newsletters. He also 
noted that for people that did not have current rosters that he had an excel file with him that they 
could download onto their computer and to see him. 
 
President Slaten requested that we not present a webmasters, photographers and storekeepers 
report. That was acceptable to those members. She next called on John Nicholls for a member-
ship report. John indicated that there was nothing to report. 
 
 OLD BUSINESS: President Slaten called on John Richardson and Chuck Boyd to stand and be  



recognized as the new Vice president and President. 
 
 NEW BUSINESS: John Nicholls rose to state that he felt a motion should be made to consider 
attending the FMCA Perry rally. Ken Henderson made the motion to attend the FMCA rally as a 
group and encourage other clubs to do likewise. He suggested that this could replace our spring 
rally but several members quickly opposed this. He modified that to the summer rally. Judy 
Acosta asked what had happened to the last proposal that we should attend the Winston-Salem 
FMCA rally that everyone was excited about. JR Slaten responded that interest seemed to die 
down. JR Slaten proposed a committee be put together to look into the feasibility. Ken 
Henderson volunteered to look into all the necessary requirements and contact the other clubs. 
Chuck Chambers and JR Slaten volunteered to assist. President Slaten asked for a show of 
hands interested in attending. Approximately 50% raised their hands. 
 
A round of applause was given to Bobby and Faye Williamson and John and Linda Richardson 
for the efforts they had put forth in putting on this rally. A big round of applause was also given for 
our outgoing president, Jeanne Slaten who in turn called Chuck Boyd forward to accept the gavel 
as the incoming president, 
 
A motion to adjourn was made by John Nicholls and seconded by many. The meeting adjourned 
at 0930. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Flic Acosta 
 
 
Photo from the U.S. Navy  Aviation Museum. 
           - Photo by John Richardson  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 This is the photo of Luther McConnell’s GMC, 
after his accident.  He was hit just as he left 
Chuck Boyd’s place in Knoxville.  Luther and 
Wanda suffered minor injuries.  The insurance 
company totalled his coach.   
           - Photo by Chuck Boyd 
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GMC Dixielander  Treasurers  Report 
 
Balance brought forward 07/10/2010                    $3587.51 
  
Income: 
  
    Dan Springer: Rally checks made out to the 
    Treasure instead of rally host.                                    100.00  
     
     Alex Sirum: new badges                                             17.00 
  
      Dan Springer:   excessive rally funds not used        159.54 
                                                  
                                                          Total                    $276.54 
                                                      
                                                    Balance                                          $3864.05 
  
  
Expenditures: 
       
      Dan Springer;   Check reimburstment                   $100.00 
      
       Tom Phipps;   Newsletter                                       123.49 
  
        Specialty Engraving;      Badges                              34.00 
  
        American Cancer Soc. ;       Ed Laird                      50.00 
  
  
                                                                Total            $307.49 
  
  
  
Ending Balance;       11/08/2010                                                        $3556.56 
  
  
Treasurer       Chuck Chambers 

GMC Parts For Sale –  Ray Bingham has following 455 items available.  2 – Rebuilt Heads; 1 – 
Crankshaft (turned 10/10); 1-intake manifold; 1 – transmission (good, but broken bell housing).  
All items are $200 each.  Contact Ray for further discussion.  Pick-up or delivery to Bean Station. 
 
GMC Parts For Sale –  Tom Phipps has the following 455 parts for sale.  1 –  Rebuilt “J” Head; 
1 – TH425 Transmission (77 Eldo); 1 Final Drive  (3.07); 1 new AC-Delco water pump; 1– used 
fan clutch.  1– good air bag w/aluminum cones.  1- ADCO Custom 26’ GMC Cover (never used).  
Other misc parts also.  Contact me for further discussion.  Pick-up or Bean Station Delivery. 
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Greetings, Fellow GMCers, 
 
As I'm sure you all know, FMCA has been trying to persuade more GMCers to attend their con-
ventions.  Among the offers they've made are to provide us with preferred parking, together; to 
ensure we have meeting facilities available; etc.  At the joint GMC Dixielanders and Sunshine 
Statesmen rally at Pensacola, FL last month, there was a lot of enthusiasm for an idea I pro-
posed for the March 14 to 17, 2011 FMCA rally at Perry, GA: 
 
Americus, GA is only 45 miles SW of Perry.  12 miles west of here, my aunt has a 249 acre "play 
farm" ( http://goo.gl/N89IA ), mostly wooded and hilly, with a cabin, two fish ponds, a barn, and 
plenty of parking for as many GMC's as we're likely to be able to round up.  My proposal is that 
GMCers gather there a couple of days before FMCA starts, say beginning on March 11th.  There 
are plenty of attractions in the area, such as Jimmy Carter's home town, the National POW/MIA 
museum at the infamous Andersonville Cemetery, and a great aviation museum at Robins AFB.  
Or we can just fish & jawbone.  On March 13th or 14th (to be coordinated with FMCA), we'll cara-
van the 53 miles to Perry and make a Grand Entrance -- ensuring that we're parked together.  
http://www.fmca.com/conventions/perry-2011 
 
By mid-March we typically have very pleasant weather and Spring is just about to burst forth so it 
should be an ideal time for the dry camping the lack of hookups will impose. 
 
To sweeten the pot even more:  GMC Eastern States is having a rally at Dillard, GA during 17-20 
March.  That's only 215 miles north of Perry, right near the NC line; a pleasant day's drive after 
leaving Perry.  Just the chance to try the famous Dillard House's meals would be worth the trip, 
but the usual Eastern states technical and social events will make it a must-do stop.  http://www.
gmceast.com/rallies/ 
 
This is an unusually good opportunity for the GMC community to make an impression on the 
larger motorhome community and to gain publicity for our old coaches.  All as a bonus while 
we're having fun! 
 
My request to all of you is that you publicize this proposal and encourage everyone to attend.  
Even some GMCers in the far West and Northwest may find themselves over this way and able 
to attend. 
 
It will be most helpful to me in planning and coordinating with FMCA if everyone interested in join-
ing us at the farm will let me know.  An email with the subject "FMCA" to ken0henderson at gmail.
com (that 0 is a zero) with arrival date will suffice. 
 
I'll confirm the plan and provide directions early next year -- directly to those who contact me. 
 
Thanks for your help, 
 
Ken Henderson 
Americus, GA 
'76 X-Birchaven w/Cad500/Howell EFI+ & EBL 
www.gmcwipersetc.com 
 - As a postscript, The Dec 2010 FMCA magazine discusses the Perry event. – Editor 
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    LAZY DAYS RALLY – JANUARY 10 – 13, 2010 
 
WHEN           January 10 – 13, 2011 
 
WHERE:       Lasy Days Rally Park 
                      6210 County Road 579 
                      Seffner, Fl. 33584-2968        
 
                      Phone:  813-246-4777, 800-905-6627 
                      Fax:      813-246-5504 
                      E-mail:   RallyPark@Lazydays.com                       
 
                      Web:      http://lazydays.com/home.html 
 
 
COST            $249.00 + tax (12%) per Coach 
                      $34.99 + tax for early and late days. 
     
                     Make your own reservations with the park -- make sure to tell them you will be      
                      with the GMC  Dixielanders. 
 

 IMPORTANT:    Cutoff date for making reservations is December 10, 2010.  

 
 
Remember in your Rally plans for 2011 to include the best rally held by any club.  The annual 
gathering of the clan at Al and Marti Samsel’s wonderful facility in Bean Station, TN.  This year’s 
dates  will be similar to all previous years, to coincide with the Annual Running of the Kentucky 
Derby, traditionally the first Saturday in May, (May 7, 2011). 
Full details will be included in the next edition of the Dixielander Newsletter. 
 

      Bean Station is coming.  Hurray!! 
 

GMC Dixielander  Dues for 2011. 

                                                                                       $10 per year 
Mail to:          Chuck Chambers 
                      2379  High Falls Road 
                      Jackson, GA  30233 
Name ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Notes_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Please note any changes from last year’s info.  This will be reflected in the new membership list. 


