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President’s Letter 
 
JR and I arrived at Bean Station several days early in order to help Al 
and Marti with the preparations for the spring rally. We found that lots of 
work had already been done. The grass was cut, facilities were clean 
and ready for company, tons of casseroles, biscuits and other breakfast 
and dinner dishes had been made and frozen. I honestly think that Marti 
started getting ready for this rally the day everyone left in 2009!  We 
can’t thank the Samsel’s enough for all the work and preparation that 
they do to make sure that all of us enjoy ourselves. 
Marti always says that you are welcome to come early. I want to thank 
all of the early arrivals for bringing extra pot-luck dishes, whole hams 
and desserts. Dixielanders are known far and wide for their excellent 
cooks and for true Southern hospitality!  
It was interesting to see the various outfits for “Sports Night”.  Most peo-
ple participated and it was fun to hear stories about why they chose a 
particular team. Next year’s theme is:  “Marti”-Gras, so get started on 
your costumes now! 
The Kentucky Derby Party was a success again this year. During happy 
hour, KY Mint Juleps and Margaritas were served to our guests while 
Linda Terrill & JR sold chances for the jackpots.  After the “fastest two 
minutes in sports history” was finished, a delicious dinner was served. 
This was followed by our annual Derby Hat Contest. Thanks to the 
lovely women who participated. There were many beautiful hats and the 
judges had a difficult time to determine the three winners who won Polo 
carry-bags and a bottle of wine.  
No rally can be successful without the help of all members. We are al-
ways in need of hosts and officers to replace those who have served 
their terms. If you have never taken a turn, please contact me or any of 
the officers, who will be glad to assist you in any way possible. We have 
met so many wonderful people in our travels and we would like to see 
you share your talents.  
To those of you who spent more hours in the kitchen, or in the shop with 
grease up to your elbows, than you did with your friends BIG thank you. 
Kudos to the men who rolled up their sleeves and scrubbed pots, pans 
and dishes of all sizes! (Yes, I know you got your hands clean from all 

the work in the shop, but thanks anyway!) Last, but not least, even  
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To the GMC Dixielanders ~ Words seem inadequate to express my appreciation for the outpour-
ing of love and support extended to me and to Cecil during his extended illness and at the time of 
his death.  Thanks to all of you who made the journey with us - for your cards, e-mails, calls and 
prayers. We loved our GMCs and your friendship meant more than you will ever know.  The con-
tribution to the American Cancer Society in Cecil's memory will hopefully help others who are 
fighting this terrible disease. 
 
Sincerely,    Pat Miller 
 

I are the co-hosts, we could not have done this rally without the help of Ray and Rose Whalen 
who worked countless hours helping. Thanks! 
At last count, we had determined that JR parked approximately 59 coaches, and that several indi-
viduals were staying in motels and commuting to the rally site daily. We were once again honored 
with the presence of our Club Founders, Jim and Lou McDowell. A special thank you to them and 
to our members who made the decision to come even though their spouses have passed away.  I 
can’t imagine the courage it takes to keep going, but your efforts to stay a part of our lives in the  
GMC Community is so appreciated. 
Hope to see you at the Summer Rally.  Jeanne  
 

Many of you know Art Owens, the guy who gets up every morning at GMC MI Rallies, and made 
sure that the coffee was ready for the morning rush.  Art’s wife, Carroll died from a heart attack, 
on Friday, May 7, 2010.  She requested no funeral service, and the family is honoring her wishes. 
Please send condolences to Art at 1414 Palm Dr., Aransas Pass, TX 78336 

“Tranny Tips from the Manual, 7-27” 
Overfilling can cause foaming and loss of fluid through the vent.  Slippage and transmission fail-
ure can result. 
Fluid level too low can cause slipping, particularly when the transmission is cold or the vehicle is 
on a hill. 
Check the transmission fluid level with the engine running, the shift lever in Park, and the vehicle 
LEVEL.  DO NOT RACE ENGINE. 
NOTE: If the vehicle has recently been operated for an extended period at high speed or in city 
traffic in hot weather or the vehicle is being used to pull a trailer, an accurate fluid level cannot be 
determined until the fluid has cooled down – usually about 30 minutes after the vehicle has been 
parked. 
Remove the dipstick and touch the transmission end of the dipstick cautiously to find out if the 
fluid is cool, warm or hot. 
Wipe the dipstick clean and re-insert until cap seats.  Remove dipstick and note reading. 
If the fluid feels cool, about room temperature, 65 degrees F. (18.3 C) to 85 degrees F. (29.4 C), 
the level should be 1/8 to 3/8 inch below the “ADD” mark. 
If the fluid feels warm, the level should be close to the “ADD” mark (either above or below). 
 If the fluid feels hot (cannot be held comfortably) the level should be between the “ADD” and 
“FULL” marks.  John Nicholls recently has an opportunity to review the manual direction! 
NOTE: DO NOT OVERFILL.  It takes only one pint to raise level from ADD TO FULL when hot  
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                                           GMC DIXIELANDERS TREASURER’S REPORT                  MAY 1, 2010 
BAL. BROT FORWARD FROM 10/10/2009                                                                        $3911.71 
                            INCOME: 
                                                         Dues and new members                                                 1635.00 
 
                                                                       BALANCE                                                                   $5546.71 
                            EXPENDITURES: 
 
                                                         Tom Phipps—Nov. and Feb. newsletters 
                                                                                      and 2010 rosters                  631.08 
                                                         American Cancer Soc. Memorials                   200.00 
                                                                       Butch McNeil. Lynn Olson, 
                                                                       Bobby Morgan, Cecil Miller 
                                                         Chesterfield, Va. Animal Shelter                       50.00 
                                                                        Jane Galbavy memorial 
                                                         Specialty Engraving—badges                                         215.50 
                                                         Billy Massey—website 2009/2010                  260.00 
                                                         USPS-stamps                                                                     17.60 
                                                         Sign Source—rally signs                                  206.88 
 
                                                                       TOTAL EXPENDITURES                                          1580.06 
                                                                 
                                                                              ENDING BALANCE                         $3966.65 

Page 3 



 BEAN STATION RALLY, 2010  - Flic & Judy Acosta 
 
 The Bean Station rally, whose theme this year, was “support your favorite team”, was its usual 
success. The weather tried not to cooperate but failed to dampen the spirit and enthusiasm of the 
participants. We had about 58 member families in attendance. About half of those arrived early. 
We ourselves came in 2-days early and found the garage and pit already in use with JR Slaten’s 
coach undergoing a transmission convertor replacement. That pretty much was the trend for the 
entire rally with coach after coach moving in and out getting a variety of things done. Of course 
the garage stayed full of enthusiastic GMCers helping, giving advice or absorbing knowledge. 
 
 All told there were 16 new or first time attendees to the rally. It was gratifying to see that the en-
thusiasm for our beloved GMC is still with us. 
 
One of the things that seems to make this rally such a success is the joint effort made by the la-
dies under Marti Samsel’s  guidance. Meals were prepared and served each day of the rally; an 
enormous task when you realize how many there are to feed and the amount of time the ladies 
spend in preparations. A special thanks has to go out to Ray Whelan for his attention to coffee.  
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Bean Station Rally  - Joanne Tanner 
 
For 16 years running (from 1995-2010), the Dixielanders have had a rally at the Samsel Farm in 
Bean Station, TN.  Plus, an additional rally was held there in 1992 for a total of 17.  THANKS 
Marti and Al, all the co hosts and the volunteers.  This year was no exception to the great cama-
raderie, food, fun and just general all around great time.  Those members arriving early were in 
for two great days ending with dinner at the local Mexican Restaurant (19 in all) on Tuesday night 
and on Wednesday pulled pork bar-b-que cooked and furnished by Corky and Paul Rice followed 
by an ice cream social.  All the meals served during the rally were great and everyone enjoyed 
the variety of dishes. 
 
The weather had something for everyone – cold, rain, hail, sun, fog, wind and of course a perfect 
day.  The men experienced lots of activity in the pit and work sheds.  One afternoon even offered 
something unusual – two cars in the pit/shed area at the same time.  What’s wrong with that pic-
ture – where were the reliable GMCs? 
 
We had movies two afternoons – “Grey Gardens” and “It’s Complicated” and one night the DVD 
of Jim McDowell and his experiences in piloting the Pan American’s 6 Clipper aircraft (flying 
boats) was shown. 
 
Lots of useful items changed hands during the Flea Market – something for everyone it seemed.   
Card games were a continuing event throughout each day and night.  Friday night brought out all 
the favorite sports T-shirts and winning teams.  The Derby Hat parade and contest was once 
again held with winners in three categories – Most Derby oriented – Joan Dotson; Prettiest – 
Yvonne Buford and funniest – Linda Skeen.  Of course there were big winners for the Kentucky 
Derby pools with the number of those participating growing with each Mint Julep or Margarita 
consumed. 
 
Members attending covered the alphabet from Acosta to Zimmerman.  If you were not there, you 
were missed.     
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Regardless of how early folks walked into the barn, coffee was perked. 
 
Friday evening everyone wore their favorite team shirts. Of course, being from the Tarheel State 
Judy wore her Duke (NCAA CHAMP) shirt. So who do we have dinner that evening with but 
Cheryl and Larry Dilk from Indianapolis, Indiana who had on her Butler shirt. They had a great 
time kidding each other. For non-followers of basketball, Duke beat Butler for the national cham-
pionship (by one point). 
 
The rally ended Sunday morning after a final breakfast of down home cooking. Folks began leav-
ing. Judy and I had a wonderful time with old friends and meeting new ones. Thanks, Al and 
Marti, for your hospitality. Another thanks has to go to JR and Jeanne Slaten for their efforts as 
co-hosts. 
 

GMC Dixielander Jackets are once again available. 
Dixielander Logo on back, name of member on 
front. Order directly from the company, Michele 
Gullett, Club-ID, e-mail at michele@club-id.net or 
phone 770-918-9325.  Jacket prices (for a quilted 
jacket) are s – xl @$79, xxl @ $82, xxxl@85.50, 
xxxxl@86.50 
You can order one at a time, Shipping charges will 
be added, if shipped to an address in GA, sales tax 
will be added. 
The company will also do the design in shirts, 
polos, sweatshirts, etc.  Have fun with it. 

More Bean Station:  Notice Marti knows how to sit still. 
A Tracker in the pit?  Where’s the love?   And, our lovely 
Ladies enjoying each others company. 
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The Dixielanders were enthusiastic attendees at the Montgomery, TX rally.  We really missed 
those that did not make it. 
 
 Seminars were excellent.  The programs were “Hub/knuckle/bearing Problems”,  the “GMC Igni-
tion System”,  the “GMC Motorhome Water System”,  the Electro Level II system,  GMC engine 
cooling system, galvanized frame replacement, how to take care of our windows, a Cadillac en-
gine swap, front suspension and effects on handling, and an ask the experts panel. (Hope I didn’t 
leave anything out. 
 
 The ladies programs were too extensive and varied for me to describe.  Judging by the grins, 
they had a great time. 
 
The church service Sunday morning was outstanding.  I arrived on Thursday and we had a beau-
tiful day on Friday.  Saturday and Sunday were cold, rainy and extremely windy.  Monday and 
Tuesday were just right, clear and warm.  I had to leave on Tuesday. 
                       
           - John and Rita Nichols 
  
 

  

                       Dixielanders invade GMC MI Rally at Montgomery, Texas. 
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                                                      Bean Station Photo Page 



                                Summer Rally – Dillard, GA 
                                   July 8 – 11, 2010                 
 
WHEN:                July 8 thru 11, 2010 
 
WHERE:              River Vista RV Resort 
                            1-888-850-7275 (Toll Free) 
                            1-706-746-2722 
                            960 Highway 246 
                            Dillard, GA 30537 
 
                            On south side of highway 246 a mile or so east of 
                            US 441 north of Clayton, GA 
 
COST:                 $34.65 per night for camping in park. 
 
                            Make your own reservations with the park -- make 
                            sure to tell them you will be with the GMC Dixilanders. 
 
                            Cutoff date for making reservations is June 8, 2010. 
 
SCHED.:             Thursday evening - Pot Luck - Please bring a side dish to share. 
                                                           Meat will be furnished. 
                            Friday evening -     Catered Dinner. 
                            Saturday evening - Cook-Out 
 
                            Breakfast will be served Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 
 
                            Each Coach, please bring an hors d'oeuvre and dessert to share. 
 
 

                           www.rvmountainvillage.com 

 
 

 

SUMMER RALLY REGISTRATION--JULY 8, 2010 
 
Mail to:  Ellen Springer 
              3451 Hickory View Dr. 
              Marietta, GA 30064 
 
Arrival Date__________________ Departure Date____________________________ 
 
Name:____________________________Coach_____________________________ 
 
Rally Fee:  $25.00 per person ($25.00 X number in coach) -- Enclose with form. 


