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I'm searching for a superlative to adequately describe our Fall Rally.  
First I must confess that I harbored fear the price and availability of 
gasoline would have had a drastic impact on attendance.  Not so!  We 
had 17 GMCs, 3 "other brands" with 43 people in attendance.  Shirley 
and Roscoe Trivett did a marvelous job.  The activities were great and 
the food was enough to embarrass a Weight Watcher!  And, after expe-
riencing hot and humid weather for the last three months, the clear blue 
skies, cool nights and warm days were a welcome respite.  The rallies 
get better and better and this time the Trivetts raised the bar! 
  
It was especially nice have Otho and Alice Tew be with us.  Otho is the 
FMCA National VP for the Eastern Region.  He was gracious in extend-
ing his congratulations to the Dixielanders as we approach the club's 
20th anniversary.  And, we had six of the founding members present; 
the Samsels, Jacksons and Trivetts. Twenty years on the way to ....., 
whatever is in store, I guarantee the trip is going to be great! 
  
For those not in attendance, I'd like to report that all the nominees put 
forth to serve in 2009 were elected, including yours truly.  Thanks for 
your confidence.   
  
If there is one factor that distinguishes the GMC Dixielanders from other 
RV clubs, it is helpfulness.  This time we had a member blow an airbag 
while enroute.  A member stopped and gave him his spare.  Another 
needed new batteries and fellow Dixielanders pitched in, removed the 
old batteries, took the owner to find new batteries and then helped in-
stall them.  Need hosts for upcoming rallies?  No problem, let me help!  
  
I'm still looking for the right superlative to describe the Rally and the Dix-
ielanders.  Perhaps its one of those intangible things that defies descrip-
tion.  Perhaps you just have to experience being a Dixielander to fully 
appreciate being one!   Thanks for allowing me to be a part of this won-
derful organization.  Looking forward to seeing you in Kissimmee, FL. 

Editor’s Notes: I hope that all the GMC Dixielanders have a very Merry Christmas and 
a great New Year.  More fun with more friends, putting these great coaches on the 
road.  I am hoping that others will take up the task of writing stories for the newsletter.  
Your ideas and photos are fair fodder for the press.   
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Sunshine Report  
 
It has been reported that Don Wirth is still in the hospital, and is in dire straits.  Our hopes and 
wishes go out to him and his wife, Barbara.  Please send your cards and best wishes to her.  
Keep them in your prayers. 
  
 Flic reports that Judy is recovering from her knee surgery and is able to move around.  Her re-
covery period is not over, but she is making good progress.  Perhaps Flic and Judy will be able to 
go to the Kissimmee Rally. 
 
Elaine Leslie is recovering from her back surgery.  She is reported, by Don, to be up and able to 
take short walks.  Her pain is gone and the recovery is going as expected.  Her final check-up will 
be Nov. 3.  Don writes, “...please send our heartfelt hanks for the prayers and expression of love 
we have received.  The GMC community and it’s Alumni offspring is one of a kind.” 

Rally Preview  JAN 12– 15, 2009 at Disney Ft. Wilderness .  
 
GMC Alumni has contracted for 25 sites for the Jan. rally.  All sites are $42 per night, full hookup.  
More sites will be available if necessary.  But you must make reservation NOW!  For reservations, 
call 1-407-938-4868, and refer to GMC Alumni G-0514509 .  The park fills up very fast this time of 
the year, so please make your long range plans.  We plan to have one site as a hospitality site.  
Thanks to the Sunshine Statesman for loaning us their tent.  Will have coffee and donuts and 
probably potluck and snacks.  Plenty to see and do at Disney, and much of it is free to Disney‘s 
Guests at the park.  More info in upcoming newsletters, but make your plans now.  Editor’s Note:  
This is a repeat from previous newsletter.  I have no further information to pass on.  Sorry. 
 

GMC Dixielander’s Winter Rally  - Tentative Schedule of Events. 
 
Jan 8:     Registration,  5:00 Happy Hour,  6:00 Pot Luck Supper (meat provided) 
 
Jan 9:     8:00 – 9:00 Breakfast, Lunch on your own, 5:00 Happy Hour,  Dinner on your own. 
 
Jan 10:   8:00 – 9:00 Breakfast, 10:00 Business Meeting, Lunch on your own. 5:00 Happy Hour,           
               
                6:00   Dinner by Hosts. 
 
Jan 11:   8:00 – 9:00 Breakfast, Rally over,  Have a safe trip home. 

Treasurers Report – September 13, 2008 
 
Balance Brought forward (July 26, 2008)                       $5983.54 
 
Balance as of September 13, 2008                               $5861.38 
 
           Chuck Chambers, GMC Dixielanders Treasurer 



                                GMC Dixielanders General Business Meeting 
 
Fall Rally,   September 25, 2008, Thursday, 9:30 AM, Lakeview RV Park, Bristol, TN 
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT - The meeting was called to order by President Walters at 9:00 AM. The 
invocation was given by John Nicholls followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
SECRETARY’S REPORT - The minutes of the July 26, 2008 meeting at Marble, NC was read by 
Rita Nicholls in the absence of Secretary Tanner. A motion to accept the minutes as read was made 
by John Nicholls and seconded by Ken Henderson. Motion carried. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT - Treasurer’s report was read by President Walters in the absence of 
Treasurer Chuck Chambers. Motion to accept the report as read was made by John Nicholls and 
seconded by Ken Henderson. Motion carried. 
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT - President Walters reported 19 coaches in attendance. A special thanks 
and recognition to rally hosts Roscoe and Shirley Trivette and a special Dixielander’s welcome to 
FMCA National Vice-President Otho and Alice Tews 
 
VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT - VP Springer reported the schedule for upcoming rallies: January 8-
11, 2009 at Tropical Palms, Kissimmee, FL hosted by Dan and Ellen Springer.  Marty and Al Sam-
sel and Ken and Elaine Henderson as co-hosts. 
 
Spring Rally at Bean Station hosted by Marty and Al with J.R. and Jeanne Slaten as co-hosts. 
 
July 16-19, 2009 Summer Rally at Stonebridge RV Park, Maggie Valley, NC. Hosts: Jim and Ethel 
Walters with John and Rita Nicholls as co-hosts. 
 
President Walters recognized Tom and Marilyn Phipps’ special effort to be at the meeting. 
 
SUNSHINE REPORT - No report from the Acostas who were absent. It was reported that Elaine 
Leslie was doing well after her surgery and was home from the hospital. Elaine Henderson reported 
that Alma O’Rourke was having an MRI on her back. Marty Samsel reported on the status of Don 
Wirth.  John Richardson reported the death of Mary Williams on August 21st. Shirley Trivett will get 
cards for Elaine, Alma, Barbara Wirth and Rick Williams. 
 
FMCA REPORT - Otho Tews gave a report on FMCA and presented the Dixielander’s Chapter with 
a 20 Year Certificate. President Walters thanked the Tews, Dixielanders and FMCA. Roscoe and 
Shirley Trivette, Gene Jackson, and Al and Marty Samsel had their pictures taken with the certificate 
and Otho . Marty repeated Ralph Luby’s remark that the club would never make it. 
 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE , EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE - no reports 
 
GMCMI - Fall Rally in Harrington, DE  Sept 27-Oct 4, 2008. 
 
Future GMCMI rallies: 2009 spring - Dothan, AL; fall - Pueblo, CO; 2010 Spring - Montgomery, TX. 
 
 NEWSLETTER - Tom Phipps needs information by Oct. 15 for a good membership list. He asked if 
there was any interest in receiving the roster on CD. No interest shown. 
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 WEBMASTER,  STOREKEEPER, MEMBERSHIP  - no reports. 
 
EQUIPMENT- John Richardson discussed temporary storage of property. 
 
OLD BUSINESS - Howard Nylander presented a GMC history pamphlet and CD 
which includes the Black List and check list. Motion was made by John Richardson 
to include the information in the newsletter. Seconded by Elaine Henderson . Motion 
carried. 
 
President Walters made explanation of Black List and importance of each member 
having one in each coach. He also thanked Howard Nylander for his efforts. 
 
John Richardson reported price of projector has gone up about $100.00. Richardson 
made a motion to purchase a video overhead projector and screen for the club. 
Price not to exceed $1000.00. Seconded by Elmer Olson. 
 
Discussion ensued. Ken Henderson made the point that a screen was not neces-
sary. John Nicholls pointed out the need to have treasurer’s report before club obli-
gates to buy projector. Discussions of obligations. 
 
President Walters recommended tabling the motion until the next rally. John 
Richardson asked that a vote up or down be taken now. President Walters asked for 
a show of hands to allow Richardson to proceed with purchase.  11 in favor, 1 op-
posed. Motion carries.  No other old business. 
 
NEW BUSINESS - President Walters presented the slate of officers for 2009 (see 
spring rally minutes). The nominating committee added Alex Sirum to the 2009 slate 
as the FMCA director. John Nicholls moved that nominations be closed. Seconded 
by Ken Henderson. Motion carried to accept slate of officers. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS - Tom Phipps has maps and information for those going on to 
the International Rally in Harrington, DE 
 
President Walters thanked everyone for coming and Shirley Trivett gave out door 
prizes. 
 
There being no other business a motion to adjourn was made by Gary Thornbery. 
Seconded by Elmer Olson. Motion carried. Meeting was adjourned at 10:45 AM 
 
Respectfully submitted,  Rita Nicholls 
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GMC’S ON The Mountain Top. –  This is a photo of Rick 
Denny’s 23 footer and my 26 footer on top of Flagpole 
Knob, VA, (elevation about 4400 ft) during an amateur 
radio event that is held twice a year.  Yes, GMC’s go 
right up those unimproved forest trails, just run the air 
bags to the top and go.  The GMC’s should be used, not 
just for rallies, but for other things.  Lots of events could 
use the advantage of a rolling office, with bath.  And, 
you can cook and nap in it.  Use of the GMC is limited 
only by our imagination.   What will you do in your 
GMC?     Tell us.     - Tom Phipps- 

In case you have never 
looked, this is the col-
lection of stuff that 
GMC MH International 
ships to support our 
fun at the International 
Rallies.  This is Tues-
day, before the Rally 
started. 

Some more photos from the Bristol, TN 
Dixielander Rally.  I would like to see more 
photos for the newsletter.  Please reduce 
your photo resolution to 1.3 megs and 
JPEG format.  These were taken with my 
phone’s camera.  - Tom Phipps 
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GMC Dixielander Photos by 
 
                Howard  Nylander 



                             Fall Rally Report – Bristol, Tennessee 
 
Southern Hospitality, you bet, Wednesday Sept 24 at noon 34 hungry Dixielanders 
arrived at Kingsway Charities in my home town of Bristol, Va/Tn. We were treated 
to a free lunch and tour of one of a kind facility.  After the wonderful lunch a DVD 
was projected on a large screen covering all aspects of the operation. Ms. Audrey 
Lambert, Volunteer Supervisor, then proceeded to guide us through explaining, in 
great detail, the many manufactures of clothing, food distributors, and pharmaceu-
tical companies who donate trailer loads, never ending.  Distribution is by 
churches and missions.  Many Christian volunteers work on an ongoing basis.    
The tour ended with Kingsway host, Audrey Lambert leading a prayer for our own 
Howard Nylander who had departed early, due to illness. 
  
Our return to Lakeview RV Park found Howard doing very well.  A special thanks 
to Elmer and Betty Olsen for caring for Howard.  -Roscoe Trivett 
 
 
Dear GMC Dixielanders,  
 
Thank you for choosing Lakeview RV Park for your GMC Dixielanders rally Sep-
tember 23-26, 2008.  When I interviewed Paula for the campground manager's 
position, I asked her what she would consider her top priority.   She said, "I want 
to manage a campground where guests can be treated  like family."  From the 
feedback I received from the GMC Dixielanders campers, she has succeeded. 
 
We are grateful to Rosco and Shirley Trivitt for scheduling your rally with us.  We 
are only a year-and-a-half old, so we are thrilled to have rally leaders discover 
what we have to offer.  For campers that would like to stay abreast of the develop-
ments at Lakeview RV Park, we invite you to visit our website www.
lakeviewrvpark.com.  Please feel free to call us at 866-800-0777 anytime we can 
be of service.   
Thank you again for making Lakeview RV Park your home away from home dur-
ing your recent rally.   
 
Yours very truly, 
 
Worley Fain, Owner of Lakeview RV Park 
Paula Huddleston, Manager of Lakeview RV Park 
 
Editor’s Note:  This is a very nice park, conveniently located near I-81.   Marilyn and I will use 
this  park, as we run down I-81 to other Dixielander Rallies. 
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When:     January 8 –11, 2009 
Where:     Kissimmee, FL 
Hosts:      Dan & Ellen Springer, Al & Marti Samsel, Ken & Elaine 
Henderson 
Campground:   Tropical Palms Resort 
                         2650 Holiday Trail 
                         Kissimmee, FL 34746 
http://www.tropicalpalmsresortfl.com/ (for further information) 
                         1-800-647-2567 
 
Costs:      Rally Fee:  $20 per person 
                Campground  $37.29 per night (total including tax).  Pay        
                 upon arrival.  30 Amp, Water, Sewer and CABLE TV. 
 
Early Arrival:  Up to 2 nights at rally fee (space available).  Call campground 
for reservations. 
 
        GENERAL:  Campground reservations for the rally dates will be made 
by the Rally host.  Bring one pot luck dinner dish (meat will be furnished), 
one hors d’oeuvre and one dessert.  Everyone must supply their own 
dishes and silverware at meals. 
                                       
                   GMC Dixielanders Winter Rally 2009 
                                 CUT OFF for RALLY  Reservations:  Dec, 15.  
We plan to attend the Dixielanders Rally at Kissimmee, FL beginning Jan 8, 2009 
(Thursday) and ending Jan 11, 2009 (Sunday). 
 
NAMES____________________________________________________________ 
 
Coach GMC _____  SOB _______  Length _____ 
 
RALLY FEE  $ 20 per person _________________________($ 20 X 2 = $40) 
 
Mail with rally fee to:      Dan Springer 
                                        3451 Hickory View Dr. 
                                       Marietta, GA  300064            


