
Words of Wisdom  from the President:                           John Nichols, President 

 The Rally at Peace Valley in NC was another GMC Dixielander success thanks to 
the hard work of Jim and Ethel and Chuck and Sue (male names first only because 
of upbringing) our hosts.  THANK YOU! 

Now to more serious business.  The Nominating Committee submitted their slate 
of officers for the next year.  That slate is short a Vice President.  As you know, 
this position takes the lead on obtaining tally sites and hosts.  You/we need some-
one to step up for this job.  We will vote at the October Rally for the new slate.  
The VP job will need a nomination from the floor. 

We are going to be busy in Chattanooga with the boat cruise and all but hope to 
set up a technical session so bring your issues.  I would still like to check our 
coolant systems for random currents.  Anyone willing to take this on?  We used 
Bill Telgen and the AFM (air fuel mixture) device to check and adjust several 
coaches at Peace Valley.  Thanks, Bill 

                                                                                                - John  Nicholls- 

 

Notes from the Editor.     

Well,  I think that, after a year of newsletter issues, we have got the production of 
the newsletter down to some art and some magic.   Microsoft Publisher continues 
to have a sharp learning curve.  I probably should have started in Microsoft Word 
and used it’s capabilities.  Amazing that the two programs are not easily compati-
ble.  Thank goodness for spelling checkers. 

I hope that you enjoy these newsletters as much as I enjoy doing them.  The only 
rough spot is stuffing all those envelopes.    My coach is up and running,  after     
another  engine and a new radiator.  Now, maybe I can get busy on the interior. 

I’m really looking forward to the Chattanooga Rally.  And, the Steamboat Cruise 
sounds great.  Send in your registration early, especially for the riverboat. 

                                                                                                - Tom Phipps - 
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 .Sunshine News 
 
Trula Bingham  passed away this morning, August 14, 2007.  We ask you to join us in prayer for Ray during 
this difficult time in his life.  
                                                                                                -Judy and Flic Acosta 
 
Love my Dixielander Family, many thanks to all who signed the card in Murphy and also to the ones who sent 
cards direct.  Love all of you. 
Have gotten the heart problems squared away apparently, but now have others.  My 79th year has not been as 
good as I was hoping  Will be going in hospital in late August for removal of upper lobe in left lung.  Was told 
three weeks ago that I was considered cured of prostate cancer since it had been five years.  Then the very next 
week was told I had lung cancer.  Two small places, very close together, so surgeon feels sure will be able to 
remove all by just taking the upper lobe.  If you would like to know more about the surgeon, Google Dr. Jo-
seph Miller @ Emory Crawford Long.  See what quality doctors we have in Atlanta. 
Hope to see everyone in October. 
Sorry to have been so long winded, keep me in your prayers, please.  Gene 
 
 
Sara Lewis, one of our newer members, recently underwent surgery for colon cancer.  We spoke with her yes-
terday (Aug 12), and she told us that the operation appeared to be successful. And she anticipates chemother-
apy in the near future to prevent reoccurrence.  Sara was very upbeat and positive about her experience.  
                                   -Judy and Flic- 
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL BUSINESS MEETING –  July 28, 2007,  Murphy, NC 
 
President John Nichols called the meeting to order at 0930.  Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Jim Walters gave 
the invocation. 
SECRETARIES REPORT 
Secretary Acosta read the minutes of the Bean Station Rally of May 2007.  A motion to accept the minutes as read 
was made by Ken O’Roke and seconded by JR Slayen. 
TREASURERS REPORT 
Treasurer Chuck Chambers read the treasurer’s report.  The balance brought forward from the last report of May 5, 
2007 was $5862.93.  After income of $47.50 and expenditures totaling $431.11, the ending balance as of July 28, 
2007 was $5479.32.  A motion to accept the report as read was made by Booby Moore and seconded by Linda 
Terrill. 
 VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT   
Vice-President Jim Walters presented a report on upcoming rallies. 
The next rally will be help at Chattanooga, TN, on October 25,26 and 27, 2007.  The hosts for the rally will be Ike 
and Jim Grove, co-hosted by Lynn and Cynthia Olsen.  The camping rate will be $24.65 per night.  The honorary 
guests of the rally will be Jim and Lou McDowell, the founders of the GMC Dixielanders.  This location also is the 
site where the initial Dixielander Rally was held. 
Lazy Days is again scheduled for January 14, 15, and 16th of 2008.  It will be a ”no host” rally.  A follow-on rally 
will be held in Winter haven, FL.  The point of contact for that rally will be Booby Moore or Jerry Hasch. 
The Bean Station rally will again be held in the first week of May to coincide with the annual running of the Ken-
tucky Derby.  Our host, Marty Samsel, noted that there will be a Western Nigh and Rally attendees should bring 
Western Wear. 
The Summer Rally, 2008 is again planned for Peace Valley Campground, Murphy, N.C.  The camping rate is tenta-
tively set at $20 per night and the dates will be 24, 25, and 26 July.  Jim has asked for volunteers to host this rally. 
SUNSHINE REPORT 
Judy Acosta reported on the passing of Alex Birch, one of the stalwarts of the GMC community and in whose honor 
the Birchhaven was named.  Also, that get-well cards had been sent to Butch McNeil, Shirly Swart and Gene Welch 
on behalf of the club. 
FMCA REPORT  
Don Walloch reported that the Dixielander representative at the FMCA rally to be held in Oregon would be Alex  
Sirum.  
NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
Linda Terrill presented a report on the officers for 2008.  President Jim Walters; Vice-President yet to be named; Ex-
ecutive Committee; Harry Terrill, Ike Grove, Elaine Henderson and alternate, J.R. Slayen 
The nominating committee members will be Audrey Holloway, Betty Davis, and Ted Stinnett.   
 
A motion to accept the report as read was made by Body Moore and seconded by Curby Robertson.  No one opposed 
and the report was accepted. 
 
WEBMASTER’S REPORT 
Ken Henderson noted that he had been receiving reports of problems that member were experiencing in getting on 
the website and that he would speak to Billy Massey about that. 
Also, that it appeared that Elaine had gotten all of the member’s photos that they were able to get and that had been 
reported to the executive committee for consideration of publishing an album.   
Ken asked for a show of hands about whether or not to continue with Google website and the consensus was to con-
tinue with it. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
There was no old business to discuss. 
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 FOR SALE 
 
1984 Honda Aero 125cc Motor Scooter.  4317 miles with a custom lift that inserts in the the 2 inch re-
ceiver on the back of a GMC Motorhome.  The lift was fabricated from a trailer tongue jack and has a 
horizontal aft facing square peg that fits into a receiver on the underside of the scooter;  When the scooter 
is attached – turn the crank to raise the scooter.  Also, a cover that keeps the scooter clean when is on the 
back of the GMC.  This scooter has been on the back of our GMC on many trips.  Make offer. 
Eric Tanner, McLean,  VA  E-Mail at jtracinghq@cox.net, Phone:  703-532-8055. 
 
 
FOR SALE 
 
1996 Saturn Tow Car, 78K, w/ Roadmaster Tow Bar.  Car is wired for towing, many new items, tires, bat-
tery, fuel pump, alternator, etc.  $3,800 (OBO) 
Bob Sanders,  865-690-8752.  Located in Knoxville, KY. 
 
 
FOR SALE 
 
Complete set of Motorhome Marketplace Magazines in ringed binders.  Will accept best offer. 
Ray Bingham.  423-247-7784   rtbingham@webtv.net 
 
 
FREE STUFF 
 
Free!! Rear Seats for 1977 Eleganza.  Original beige velour covers.  Good condition.  Pick up on Valley, 
AL  Curby Robertson  334-745-3778 
 
FOOD 
 
Cherry Trifle    
 
1 box of devil’s food cake mix (bake as directed) 
1 small box of chocolate pudding (follow direction on box) 
1 can of cherry pie filling 
1 container of whipped topping. 
 
Cut cake into cubes, put into trifle dish, top with prepared pudding mix, then layer with cherry pie filling 
and whipped topping.  Repeat layering.     - Mary Robertson 



When:  October 25, 26, and 27  2007 
 
Where:  Holiday Trav-L-Park 
             1709 Mack Smith Road 
              Chattanooga, TN  37412 
               706-891-9766 
               800-693-2877 
               706-891-6374 (fax) 
E-Mail:  campmail@chattacamp.com 
Web        www.chattacamp.com 
 
Campground cost:  $24.65 (30 amp),  $26.65 (50 amp) per night. 
 
Reservation Cut-Off:  September 25, 2007 
 
Rally limit:  35 sites for GMC Dixielanders, First come, first served. 
 
Direction:  Northbound on I-75, take Exit 1B.  Southbound on I-75, take exit 1.  In either case, go right at 
top of ramp to second traffic light (Mack Smith RD), Turn left and go 1/2 mile to park. 
 
Details:  All Rally participants must make their own reservation with  campground before the cut-off date. 
Identify yourself as a GMC Dixielander when making the reservation. 
Send all Rally fees to Isaac E. Grove.  See attached coupon. 
 
See additional comments on next page. 
 
 

FALL RALLY 2007 

Fall 2007 Dixielander Rally,  Chattanooga, TN    Oct 25, 26 and 27  
 
Mail To:  Isaac E. Grove 
                 2058  Laurel Cove 
                  Ball Ground, GA    30107              
 
 
Arrival Date _______________________________  Departure Date _______________________________ 
 
Name _____________________________________ 
 
Address _______________________________________________________________________________
             
__________________________________________  Rally Fee ($25 per person) 
 
Coach ____________________________________   
 
Cut-Off Date:  October 10 



Fall 2007 Rally Site  Holiday Trav-L-Park  Chattanooga, TN 
 
This should be an exceptional rally.  There is an abundance of attractions in the Chattanooga area ranging 
from the World’s largest freshwater aquarium to the Nation’s oldest and largest military park – Chicka-
mauga. 
 
The Chattanooga area was the site of several battles during the Civil War.  According to the campground 
brochure, the campground is located on the site of a battlefield.  Their North/South street are named after 
Civil War Officers.  Others are named for Civil War battles. 
 
Sites:  172 total camp/RV sites; 137 pull-thru; 50 50 Amp Service; 160 Electric: 10 Electric and water: 
147 full hook-ups; 18 no hook-ups.  45 ft Max RV length; 16 tent sites; 80 Seasonal Sites. 
Rental:  5 Cabins 
Amenities:  WiFi, Propane, Laundry, Internet access at Site, Handicap Restroom Facilities, Group/
Meeting Facilities, Dump Station, Cable TV. 
Recretation:  Marina, Equestrian Friendly, Swimming pool, arcade/game room, playground, recreation 
hall 
 
Other Information:  http://www.chattacamp.com/links.html  Go to this web site for lots of stuff to do in the 
Chattanooga area. 



 

Southern Bell Riverboat Cruise. 
http://www.chattanoogariverboat.com/www 
 
Host Ike Grove has reserved 80 spaced on the Southern Bell Riverboat for a four hour lunch   
buffet “Leaf” Cruise on Friday, October 26.  Scenery should be outstanding.  This is a 40 Mile 
round trip cruise, departing at 11 am and returning at 3 pm.  Ike has negotiated a Group price of 
$24.00 per person (usual price is $30), on the condition that one person collects the money.  Ike 
has agreed to do this for all Dixielanders and Alumni that choose to participate.  The cost of this 
is not included in the Rally Fee. 
 
The daytime riverboat cruises are extremely popular at this time of the year.  This cruise is half 
sold out.  We must make a $300 deposit by September 6th to hold the group reservation.  Please 
send in you cruise payment and reservation as soon as possible.  The early checks will cover the 
$300 deposit for the group ticket buy.  Mail your early deposit by September 5th, as Ike will be 
going out of town. 
 
 
 
 
Southern Bell Riverboat Cruise 
 
Make checks payable to  Chattanooga Riverboat Company.   Price is $24 per person. 
 
Mail to:  Isaac Groves 
               2058 Laurel Cove 
                Ball Ground,  GA   30107 
 
Names_____________________________________________________________________ 
                         



 

 

MURPHY Rally, 2007 


