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We are sad to announce the passing away of long
time member.....

Charlie Lea

May vou, Mary, find strength in the love of family
and in the warm embrace of friends. Please accept
our condolences.
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A NOTE FROM THE PRES:

First, I would like to thank Ken and Elaine
Henderson for a very successful year as President
and First Lady of the Dixielanders. It was not an
easy year for them as they moved to a new town. It
looks like Ken is going into the GMC business with
all the GMC’s and parts he has acquired. In addition
to being President and all the other things he was
doing, he still found time to establish and maintain
the Dixielander website. Ken, your leadership was
superb.

We’re starting out another year of camaraderie

and travel. We have a line-up of interesting and
exciting parks. The first just ended at Lazy Days,
Tampa, Florida. Our turnout was good and
everyone had a great time. The Lazy Days park is
so large that it is difficult to get everyone together
and there is some loss of “get-togetherness”. The
Dixielanders had about 185 members on the roster
and as of January 1%. Historically and currently, we
drop to about 165 members because of non-payment
of dues. For one reason or another this means that
20 members will not be returning. If you know one
of these, let’s contact them and find the reason why.
When you see a new member, introduce yourself,
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and welcome them to the Dixielanders.

The always popular Bean Station rally is coming up
May Sth through the 8. Al and Marty have been
busy sprucing up the place, adding more sewer lines
and power outlets. Remember, this is not an
“invitational” to other people who are not
Dixielander members because of limited space
available, Make your reservations early and come
prepared with the Kentucky Derby handicaps.

The rallies for this year are fairly well set but I
would like to make an appeal to all members to
suggest other interesting places for future rallies.
John Nicholls is the Rally Master. Please contact him
with ideas for new places and let him know that you
would be pleased to “host” a rally. His e-mail is
johnrita(@earthlink net. Many people are scared to
be hosts, saying that they don’t know what to do.
Let us know you’ll need help and we’ll walk you
through it without any problems.

Many of the Dixielanders are having local “no host”
rallies. These rallies are small groups and fun to
attend. It’s a good chance to mvite other GMC
owners in your area to experience good times and
possibly get them to join the Dixielanders Club.

Take care, drive safely and remember, as
Dixielanders we are “Roamng Dixie Together”.
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MOVERS AND SHAKERS

Ken O’Rourke President
John Nicholls Vice President
Flic Acosta Secretary



Chuck Chambers Treasurer

Don Leslie FMCA National Director
Alan Martin Alt. FMCA National Dir
Alma O’Rourke Executive Committee
Harry Terrell

Larry Wills

Marie Hudson Nominating Committee
Carolyn Wills

Don Walloch

Betty Davis Alternate Nom. Compmittee

Gene Dotson
Marie Hudson

Audit Committee

JR Slaten GMCMI Eastern Rep.

Alex Sirum GMCMI Southeast Rep

JoAnn Fain Photographer

Judy Acosta Sunshine Lady

John Nicholls Membership Chairman

John Richardson Equipment Manager

Allene Burdette Storekeeper

Ken Henderson Webmaster

Sandee Walloch Newsletter Editor
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FAREWELL FROM THE PAST PRES:

The last newsletter should have contained my
farewell article, that in which I humbly expressed

my appreciation for having been allowed to serve as
Dixielanders’ president during 2004. But, I was so
verbose about other topics that there wasn’t room

in that publication for those comments!

So now I'm usurping some of Ken O’Rourke’s
space to tell you that it was a real honor for me. It
was a pleasure working with all the other officers:
Joanne Telgen kept me on track, reminding me of
where I should be and what I should be doing. Ken
O’Rourke kept us organized, helped Jo serve as my
memory, and ran our rally program. Chuck
Chambers somehow kept me from spending all our
money, and the rest of the executive commiltee
steered all our efforts. Sandee Walloch

demonstrated great publication talents; her only
flaw in the job was that she wouldn’t accept the litle
“Editor for Life”. John Nicholls’ efforts resulted in
our gaining 24 new members during the year.

To all of those and the rest of you who made my
job so easy and enjoyable, Thank You! Now let’s all
pitch in and make Ken O Rourke’s term just as
enjoyable for all of us. And everyone walch for
good things at www.gmedixielanders.org — I hope.

Ken Henderson
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FROM THE SUNSHINE LADY.....

(NO NEWS IS GOOD NEWS!--the editor)
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GMC Rallies for 2005 - 6

2005

Joint SS &

Dixielanders Jan 13 - 16, 2005 Rally Park (Lazy
Days), Seffner, FI. Hosts: Ken
O’Rourke and Carl Ebeling

GMC Alumni January 19 - 23, 2005 The Great

Outdoors Golf & RV Resort,
Titusville, FL, Host: Ron and Suzi
Tase

SunStates February 9 - 13, Brooksville, FL

SunStates March 10 - 13, Ocala, FL

GMCMI March 20 - 26, Lee County Civic
Center, Ft. Myers, FL

FMCA March 21-24, Georgia National
Fairgrounds and Agri-Center, Perry,
GA, 73rd International Convention

SunStates April 8 - 10, Daytona North, FL

GMC Alumni April 13 - 17, 2005 Cherry
Blossom CC, Washington, DC Host:
Needed

Dixielanders May 5-8, Bean Station, TN Hosts:
Al & Marty Samsel

SunStates May 20 - 22, Panacea, FL

Dixielanders July ?(Date Not Set), Palmetto
Grove RV Park, Cleveland, SC
Host: Needed

GMCMI September 11, 2005, Hart Ranch,

o



Rapid City, South Dakota

Dixielanders October 13 - 16, Twin Oaks RV
Park, Perry, GA Hosts: Chuck &
Sue Chambers, Jerry & Audrey
Holloway

FMCA August 15-19, North Dakota State
Fairgrounds, Minot, ND, 74th
International Convention

FMCA(GEAR)October 6-9, Harrington, DE

2006

Joint SS &

Dixielanders January 20 - 22, 2006, Clerbrook

Golf & RV Resort, Clermont, FL.

Hosts: John & Rita Nicholls, Dave &

Barbara Perry

March 5, 2006, Haven’s Landing,

Montgomery, TX

Dixielanders May 4-7, Bean Station, TN Hosts:
Al & Marty Samsel

Dixielanders June ?? (Need place and hosts)

Dixielanders October 7?7 (Need place and hosts)

GMCMI
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DIXIELANDERS MINUTES

January 15, 2005
Lazy Days/Rally Park, Tampa, Florida

The meeting was called to order by President Ken
O’'Rourke at 0820. The meeting began with The Pledge
of Allegiance, followed by a moment of silence for our
men and women serving in our armed forces. Lew Ayres
contributed with a prayer.

President O’'Rourke extended his thanks to Ken
Henderson for his efforts over the past year while
serving as President in 2004.

The names of the officers for 2005 were announced:

President: Ken O’'Rourke

Vice President: John Nicholis

Secretary: Flic Acosta

Treasurer: Chuck Chambers

Executive Committee: Alma O’'Rourke, Larry Wills,
Harry Terrill

Nominating Committee: Marie Hudson, Carolyn Wills
and Don Walloch. Alt. Betty Davis.

FMCA National Director: Don Leslie

FMCA Alt Director: Allen Martin

Vice President John Nicholls gave a report on upcoming
rallies for 2005. Bean Station, May 5-8, Palmetto Grove,
Cleveland, S.C. July time frame (date not set and still
seeking a host); Twin Oaks RV Park, Perry, Ga. October
13 -15 with departure on the 16th.

The President announced that there were 103 coaches
in attendance at this rally. 58 of the coaches were
Dixielanders.

A drawing was made for a give away of a Coleman
stove for those members who had already paid their
2005 dues and the winners were David and Jo Ann Fain.

Flic Acosta read the minutes of the meeting conducted
at The Colonel's Rest, Montgomery, AL.

The treasurer’s report was presented by Chuck
Chambers. The current balance is $7282.98.

Fiic Acosta presented a report for the Sunshine Team
regarding recent health nctifications and losses
involving our members and their families.

Ken Henderson announced that the Dixielander web site
was up and running.

New Business:

Dave Perry stood to present an alternative rally site for
the January 2006 time frame in lieu of L.azy Days. The
alternative site is Clerbrook Golf & RV Park at Clermont,
FL. President O'Rourke called for a vote: 32 forand 3
against. Dave Perry will provide further information at a
later time.

Ken Henderson, in his role as web coordinator, rose to
discuss the possibility of having the web site handled by
a third party at no cost. The discussion involved
providing the roster of our membership 1o this contract
Internet Service Provider or the alternative of each
member subscribing individually. After some discussion,
it was decided to study the matter further and present it
again at a future meeting.

President O’Rourke announced that our current
newsletter editor would be relinquishing her duties and
we were in need of a new editor. Also, we needed to fill
the positicn of club photographer. He asked for a
volunteer for each. There was no show of hands.

There being no further business, President O’'Rourke
reguested a motion to adjourn. Motion was made by
Bobby Moore and seconded by Ed Smith. The meeting
adjourned at 1010.

Flic Acosta
Recording Secretary



Lazy Days/Rally Park Attendees:

Hosts: Ken and Alma O'Rourke

Attendees:

Acosta, Flic & Judy
Ayres, Lew & Rosemary
Bingham, Ray & Trula
Buchanan, Loren & Nancy
Burdetie, Joe & Allene
Chambers, Chuck & Sue
Compton, Wes & Patty
Davis, Ron & Betty
Doatson, Gene & Joan
Dunn, Charles & Joanne
Eimen, Ron & Sharon
Glover, Muriel Bradley & Easl
Greenberg, Dave & Jan
Grove, Isaac & Jeanette
Harvey, John & Ruth
Haught, Herb & Joanie
Henderson, Ken & Elaine
Holloway, Jerry & Audrey
Hudson, Dan & Marie
Hutson, Robert & Dianne
Jenkins, Frank & Jeanne
|.eslie, Don & Elaine
Lively, Hal & Jane

Malm, Wade & Nan
McNeil, Dick & Butch
Mohrbeck, Jack & Marlene
Moore, Bob & Peggy

Nicholls, John & Rita
Ogden, Don & Gail

Olson, Lynn & Cynthia
C'Rourke, Ken & Alma
Rice, Paul & Korky
Robertson, Curby & Mary
Samsel, Al & Marty
Sensabaugh, Paul & Fran
Shoulders, Harold & Joyce
Sirum, Alex & Romona
Sirum, Henry & Margie
Slaten, JR & Jeanne
Smith, Ed & Carol
Springer, Dan & Ellen
Steele, Jerry & Wanda
Stewart, Larry & Cecelia
Tase, Ron & Suzie
Telgen, Bill & Jo

Termill, Harry & Linda
Trivetie, Roscoe & Shirley
Tyner, Wayland & Jeanette
Vordermeier, Harry & Sandra
Walloch, Don & Sandee
Walters, Jim & Ethel
Welch, Gene

Wessels, Barbara
Whelan, Ray & Rose
Wirth, Don & Barbara

PLAN AHEAD.....FALL 2005 RALLY

The fall rally will be held in Perry, GA at the Twin Oaks
Park on Oct. 13, 14, 15, with departure on the 116th.
Early arrival and late departure are acceptable. Rates
will be $15.00 plus tax per night. The park has received
the highest ratings and is easily accessed on |-75 at Exit
127. This is just south of the Georgia State Fairgrounds.
The rally is scheduled during the GA State Fair. In
addition to the large midway, there are many exhibits
and livestock exhibitions, including many quilt displays.

Many nearby attractions include the Warner-Robbins Air
Force Museum, Jimmy Carter Historical Site{Plains,GA)
and the largest Civil War museum at Andersonville.
Tours are available at the World Headquarters of
Habitat for Humanity in Americus. Callaway Gardens
and Roosevelt’s Little White House are also points of
interest.

Please mark these dates on your calendar and
registration information will follow the spring rally at
Bean Station in May.

Thanks, Chuck & Sue Chambers
Jerry & Audrey Holloway
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NEW MEMBERS

Elmer and Louise Cannon

5913 Count Turf Drive

Louisville, KY 40272
502-937-1570 cell: 502-729-2539
F# 267361

elmercannon@msn.com

Ken and Gayle Dilello

2138 Roger St.

Burlington, NC 27217

No home pheone listed cell: 919-593-2278
F# 356087

KED454@yahoo.com

John Dugue

111 Cypress Run
Bluffton, SC 29909
843-705-6003

F # pending
dugue@hargray.com

George and Nancy Hagans

3111 Edgewood Park

Marion, IL 62959

618-993-8375 fax: same cell: 618-889-3170
F#62617

g.hagans@mchsi.com

Willie and Annette Parrish

3727 US Hwy. 421 N

Clinton, NC 28328

910-564-4345 fax: 910-564-2009 cell: 910-590-6616
F# 354062

willies@intrstar.net

Emery and Michelle Stora

3128 Vista Sandia

Santa Fe, NM 87506-8426
505-989-8157 cell: 505-660-9507
F# 10324

EmeryStora@mac.com

Keith and Sara Lewis
436 Blanton Mill Road
Griffin, GA 30224
770-412-9638

F# applied for

ROSTER UPDATES

(see the new 2005 roster for new updates)
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GMCMI SPRING 2005 RALLY.......

Attention Dixielanders,

All y'all are cordially invited to the GMC
Motorhome International Convention at Fort Myers,
FL. The dates are March 20th thru 26th and I'm
sure that everyone will be ready to enjoy a littie
warm weather after the winter we're having this
year. There will be some new seminars as well as
the basics for the newcomers. The seminars will
cater to both men and women. There will also be
crafts and a Red Hat Tea for the ladies. Everyone
will enjoy three catered dinners, three ice cream
socials and an evening with strawberry shortcakes.
We DO like to eat. If for no other reason, come for
the GMC camaraderie made special by the
Dixielanders.

Looking forward to seeing everyone............
JR (VP East)

(Anyone interested in attending the Ft. Myers
Convention can contact either JR at jrslaten@aol.com
or 502-836-2097 or Emery Stora at
emerystora@mac.com or 505-660-9507)
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SPELLING??

I cdmuolt blveiee taht I cluod aulacity wesdnatnrd waht I was
rdanieg. The pweor of the hmuan mnid is pheonmneal.
Aocedrnig to a rseearch at Crabrigde Ulnervtisy, it deosn’t
mttaer in waht oredr the ltteers in a wrod are, the olny
iprmoatnt tihng is taht the frist and Isat ltteer be in the rghit
pelae. The rset can be a taotl mses and you can sitll raed it
wouthit a porbelm. Tihs is beuseae the huamn mnid deos not
raed ervey lteter by istlef, but the wrod as a wiohe. Amzanig
huh? Yaeh, and I awlyas thought slpeling was ipmorantt!

(If you need a litile help to get you started, see below.)

1 couldn’t believe that 1 could actually understand what 1 was
reading., The power of the human mind is phenomenal.
According to a research at Cambridge University, it doesn’t
matter in what order the letters in a word are, the only
important thing is that the first and last letter be in the right
place. The rest can be a total mess and you can still read it
without a problem. This is because the human mind does not
read every letier by itself, but the word as a whole. Amazing
huh? Yeah, and 1 always thought spelling was important!
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“WHERE DO YOU LIKE TO DROP ANCHOR?”

The following is a recommendation received from Jo
and Bill Telgen:

"One of our favorite places to camp is "Cotton
Hill" Corps of Engineers park on Highway 39, north
of Ft. Gaines, GA. It is located on Walter F. George
Reservoir and with a Golden Age Pass 1t is very
reasonable. The "Marine view" area of the park is
especially nice and is near a fishing pier. There 1s a
good restaurant at the lodge in George T. Bagby
State Park area nearby. Also, there is golfing at
Meadow Links about one mile away."

Thanks Telgens!! Lets see - fishing, food, and golf!
Sounds great. But one question - Bill, is there a junk

yard nearby?
Jim & Ethel Walters
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www.conceptsteeringwheels.com
(Our name is our web site)

Custom Wood and Leather Steering
Wheels for GMC Motorhomes

Thanks for the invitation to tell my steering
wheel story.

The steering wheel is the focal point of the
dash on a GMC Motorhome. A wood and
leather steering wheel really dresses up the
cockpit and makes big difference in the
appearance of the dash area. It significantly
improved the looks of mine.

Concept Steering Wheels are customized for
comfort and are available in six basic designs,
from a mahogany wood rim with padded
leather spokes to hand sewn padded leather
wraps with a choice of hand-finished wooden
spoke inserts. Hubs and wheels for the GMC
are shipped pre-assembled, ready for
installation.
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